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og Mr. C. W. JAmeEs, of Cincinnati, O. has 
been duly appointment agent for the ** ReGisTER” 
for the states of Ohio and Indiana, and to whom 
all persons indebted for subscription since Septem- 
per 1836, will please make payment. 

§g-The next number of the “‘Rearister” will 
contain Mr. Wright’s recent speech on the sub-trea- 
sury bill, and we will hereafter give place to all the 
leading speeches on both sides, as soon as room 
can be found for them. 


1G-We intend to publish the entire debate on Mr. 
Calhoun’s resolutions for record and reference, and 
will be obliged to those gentlemen who addressed 
the senate on those resolutions, for revised copies 
of their remarks. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 


By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Henry A. Muhlenberg, of Pennsylvania, to be 
cane Sarees y and minister plenipotentiary to 
Austria. 

John Randolph Clay, of Pennsylvania, to be se- 
cretary of legation. 

Enos T. Throop, of New York, to be charze 
daifairs of the United States near his majesty the 
king of the Kingdoin of the Two Sicilies. 

J. Florentius Cox to be a justice of the peace for 


the county of Washington, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


ee 


New York Internal Improvements. 


Canals finished, cost $12,000,000 
Genessee Valley & Black river canals, will 
cost 6,200,000 


Enlargement of the Erie canal say at least 15,000,000 
Ioaned to Delaware and Hudson canal 











company 800,000 
Loaned (authorized) to New York and Erie 
railroad 3,000,000 
aati _ $37,000,000 
5s) much has been expended and authori- 
zed to be expended By THE sratr. In 
addition to which are the following pri- 
vate works of improvement, viz: * 
Delaware and Hudson canal, 
completed 2,420,000 
Railroads, completed 5,065,000 
‘rivate canals, commenced 1,550.090 
Naiiroads, commenced 16,000,000 
25,035,000 
Total $62,035,000 


Add railroads authorize 1 31,064,000 





Grand total $93,109,000 
The number of miles of canals and railroads com- 
Noto Q3 ; | 1 
peted, is 995——-miles commenced 1134—and authori- 


7 1¥0t—showing a total of 4833 miles——Albany 
Argus. 


NEW SENATOR FROM Mississtprt. The opinions 
of Mr. Trotter (elected to supply the vacancy oc- 
Casioned by the resignation of Mr. Black,) on the 
rutrency question, are explained in the following 
letter in reply to a series of questions addressed to 
lm by several gentlemen opposed to the adminis- 
tration : 

Jackson, (M1.) Jan. 20, 1838. 
“ Gentlemen:—Your polite favor of the 19th 
stant has been received, and I hasten to answer 
'. Lam fully sensible of the importance to the 
people of this country, of the several questions you 


in 
it, 


| ave been pleased to submit, and I take much plea- 


‘ire in furnishing you, as I shall proceed to do, _. 
explicit and unequivocal response to each one of 
Je series of your inquiries in the order in which 
they have been propounded. 
' Ist. You have inquired of me whether I am in 
aor of the old bank of the United States? I 
answer, J am not. 
2d. You ask me if I am in favor of a national 
ink of any description? I answer, Iam not. 
teh am of the opinion that congress has no power 
it Rites a banking corporation, and that if she had, 
ee ii be highly injurious and inexpedient to do 
the eo eee inquiry propounded to me, I reply 
is, j © project of an exclusive metallic currency 
suite my Opinion, entirely impracticable, and un- 
ed to the habits, the ciréumstances, and the 
Vor. LIII—Sie. 24. 


commercial prosperity of the people of the United 
States. That itis opposed to the credit system, 
which, under proper regulations, and by a proper 
organization, is highly conducive to our genera! in- 
terests and welfare. The idea of an exclusive 
metallic currency is nowhere seriously enter- 
tained. The question has been nowhere made be- 
tween credit and no credit. The leading inquiry is 
how credit shall be organized and established so as 
to subserve the purposes of a sound currency and of 
a uniform medium of circulation and exchanges.— 
The principle on which we should act in reference 
to this subject, is, in my opinion, a well regulated 
system of paper credit for our commericial transac- 
tions, with gold and silver forour neighborhood and 
domestic exchanges. In relation to the sub-treasu- 
ry scheme, to which you have been pleased to direct 
my attention, I will simply remark, that the separa- 
tion now existing between the government and the 
banks has been brought about by the operation of 
law on the actual condition of the banks since the 
have refused to redeem their issues and liabilities, 
and must and should continue until these causes 
shall be removed; and that the propriety of the re- 
commendation of Mr. Van Buren to perpetuate this 
separation, and to provide other fiscal agents in lieu 
of the deposite banks, must depend on future con- 
tingencies. In the present posture of the banks, 
and the actual condition of our currency, I can see 
no objection to the plan of the president. If the 
contingency shall ever arise upon which the public 
revenue may besafely deposited with the banks, the 
deposite should, in my opinion, be made a special 
one, not subject to be used as the basis of banking 
by the institutions employed. 
I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES F. TROTTER. 

To Messrs. Wo. Davis, and others. 

THE sBRvVICE IN Frortpa_ .Apprized, as we 
have been, from time to time, of the deadly service 
in Florida, in which our gallant army has been, 
since 1835, engaged, we were not a little surprised 
to learn the great mortality among its officers and 
men. Since the commencement of hostilities, not 
less than fifteen of the former, viz: one lieutenant- 
colonel, one major, four captains, nine subalterns, 
and one assistant surgeon, have fallen where they 
fought—in the hottest of the fight, by the rifles of 
the ferocious Indian. 

To the above number must be added /fifieen other 
officers, who have fallen victims to the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate, where it has been their fate to 
be employed. 

Eleven officers, too, have received wounds, many 
of whom yet bear the missiles that inflicted them 
about their persons. 

A like proportion of the regular rank and file 
have likewise been killed and wounded; but the 
precise number cannot now be ascertained. 

It may not be uninteresting to learn that the 
militia force, at different times, which have been 
mustered into the service of the United States, for 
duty in Florida, is about 20,000 men, of which 
number the killed, reported thus far, is four officers 
and twelve men.—Army & Navy Chron. 

GENERAL Post oFFICcE. The following is the 
estimate of the postmaster general for the current 
year, as referred to the committee of ways and 
means in the house of representatives: 


For Transportation of mails, $3,400,000 
Compensation of postmasters, 935,000 
Ship, steamboats, and way letters, 31,000 
Wrapping paper, 20,000 
Office furniture, 6,000 
Advertising, 25,000 
Mailbags, 40,000 
Blanks, 36,000 
Mail locks and keys and stamps, 9 900 


Mail depredations and special agents, 12,000 
Clerks bor offices, 140,000 
Miscellaneous, 40,000 


$4,694,000 
Inprans. A party of Indians from the Missouri 
river arrived in this city on Sunday evening. We 





understand that they belong to the bands of Sacs 
nd Foxes, delegations from which were here some 
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months since, under the charge of major Pilcher. 
They have come without the permission or the 
authority of the government, and contrary to the 
counsel and direction of its officers and agents at 
St. Louis. The person who has accompanied 
them is unknown to the department, and of course 
no engagements entered into, or purchases made, 
by him, will be recognised. Our citizens will see 
the propriety of being cautious in giving credits to 
any of the party.— Globe. 








VIRGINIA COLONIZATION socrETy. The an- 
nual meeting of this society was held at Richmond 
the 10th ult. The seventh anniversary was cele- 
brated, andthe following resolutions passed. 

Resolved, That we regard the removal of the free peo- 
ple of color from the United States to Africa, with their 
own consent, as one of the most efficient means of se- 
curing their ultimate peace, happiness, and prosperity. 

Resolved, That considering the principle of African 
colonization as best responding to the demands of south- 


Y | ern patriotism and benevolence, and affording to the 


temperate wisdom of all parties and every section a 
common ground of resistance against the mischievous 
and reckless enterprise of abolition, we regard it as emi- 
nently entitled to the confidence and patronage of the 
people of Virginia. 

Resolved, That this society has heard with great plea- 
sure of the successful effort of the legislature and citizens 
of Maryland to plant acolonyin Africa, and that it be 
recommended to the board of managers to adopt such 
measures as in their judgment shall be best calculated 
to promote the establishment of a new colony for the em- 
igrants from this state, as proposed at the last annual 
meeting. 

Resolved, That the continued and increasing prosper- 
ity of our colonies in Liberia—illustrating, as it does 
the free and generous spirit of our commonwealth, and 
displaying the pure and philanthropic genius of christ- 
ianity—is truly gratifying to all our hearts. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Savannah, Feb. 7. By the arrival of the steamer 
Camden, captain Mills, from St. Augustine, we 
learn that a battle was fought on the 24th ult., on 
the Loche Hatchee, in which the Indians were de- 
feated, though with the loss on the partof our 
troops of nine killed and thirty wounded. 

Gen. Jesup is among the wounded, having re- 
ceived a severe flesh wound, said to have been in 
the face. 

Nothing is said of the loss of the enemy, though 
supposed to have been great. Many cattle, ponies, 
and hogs, with other property, were taken by our 
troops. 

A friend has furnished the following list of killed 
and wounded in this action. 

Of the artillery—killed—one corporal, company 
A, 3d artillery; one private, company H, do. 

Wounded—one sergeantand one private (severe- 
ly) company D, 3d artillery; one private (severely ) 
company C, do.; two privates (one severely, one 
slightly) company H, do. 

Of the 2d dragoons—wounded—1 sergeant 
(slightly) company K. 

Of the battalion Tennessee volunteers—5 were 
killed, 8 dangerously wounded, (2 since dead) and 
15 slightly wounded. 

Total killed—7; (died of wounds, 2)—9; wound- 
ed—30. 


REPORT OF THE BATTLE OF LAKE OKEE 
CHOBLE, 
On THE 25TH DecEMBER, 1837, 
With a statement in detail of his operations in the 
field from the 19th December to the 41h January. 


ARMY Soutu oF THE WITHLACOOCHEE. 

Fort Gardner, January 4, 1838, 
Srr: On the 19th ultimo I received at this place 
a communication from major general Jesup, in- 
forming me that all hopes of bringing the war toa 
close by negotiation, through the interference or 
mediation of the Cherokee delegation, were at an 
end, Sam Jones, with the Mickasukies, having 
determined to fight it out to the last; and directing 
me to proceed with the least possible delay against 
any portion of the enemy I might hear of within 

striking distance, and to destroy or capture him. 
After leaving two officers and an adequate force 





for the protection of my depot, I marched the next 
morning with twelve days’ rations, (my means of 
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transportation not enabling me to carry more) with 
the balance of my.command, consisting of captain 
Munroe’s company of the 4th artillery, total 35 
men; the Ist infantry, under the command of lieu- 
tenant colonel Davenport, 197 strong; the 4th in- 
fantry under the command of lieutenant colonel 
Fester,-274; the. 6th infantry, under lieutenant 
colonel ‘Thompson, 221; the ‘Missouri volunteers, 
180; ’s spies, 47; Pioneers, 30; Pontoneers, 
13; and 70 Delaware Indians; making a force, ex- 
clusive. of officers, of 1,032 men; the greater part 
of the Shawnees having been detached, and the 
balance refusing to accompany me, under the pre- 
text that a number of them were sick, and the re- 
mainder were without moccasions. 

I moved down the west side of the Kissimmee, 
in a southeasterly course, towards lake Istopoga, 
for the following reasons: First, because I knew 
that a portion of the hostiles were to be found in 
that direction; second, if general Jesup should fall 
in with the Mickasukies and drive them, they might 
attempt to allude him by crossing the Kissimmee 
from the east to the west side of the peninsula, be- 
tween this and its entrance into Okee Chobee, in 
which case I might be near at hand to intercept 
them; third, to overawe and induce such of the 
enemy who had been making propositions to give 
themselves up, and who appeared very slow, if not 
to hesitate, in complying with their promises on 
that head, to surrender at once; and lastly, I deemed 
it advisable to erect block-houses and asmall picket 
work on the Kissimmee, for a third depot, some 
forty or fifty miles below this, and obtain a know- 
ledge of the intervening country, as I had no guide 
who could be relied on, and by this means open a 
communication with colonel Smith, who was ope- 
rating up the Caloosehatchee, or Sanybel river, 
under my orders. 

Late in the evening of the first days march, I 
met the Indian chief Jumper, with his family, 
and a part of his band, consisting of fifteen men, a 
part of them with families, and a few negroes—in 
all, sixty-three souls—on his way to give himself 
up, in conformity to a previons arrangement J had 
entered into with him. They were conducted by 
captain Parks, anda few Shawnees. He (Parks) 
is an active and intelligent half-breed, who is at the 
head of the friendly Indians, both Shawnees and 
Delawares, and who I had employed to arrange 
and bring in Jumper, and as many of his people as 
he could prevail on to come in. We encamped 
that night near the same spot; and the next morn- 
ing, having ordered captain Parks to join me; and 
talee command of the Delawares, and having des- 
patched Jumper in charge of some Shawnees to 
this place, and so on to fort Frazer, I continued 

march, after having sent forward three friendly 
Seminoles to gain intelligence as to the position of 
the enemy. 

‘About noon on the same day, I sent forward one 
battalion of Gentry’s regiment under command of 
lieutenant colonel Price, to pick up any stragglers 
that might fall in his way; to encamp two or three 
miles in advance of the main force; to act with great 
circumspection, and to communicate promptly any 
occurrence that might take mes in his vicinity im- 
portaut forme to know Abvut 10 p. m. I received 
a note from the colonel stating that the three Semi- 
noles sent forward in the morning had returned; 
that they had been at or where Alligator had en- 
camped, 12 or 15 miles in his advance; that he 
(Alligator) had left there with a part of his family 
four days before, under the pretext of separating 
his relations, &c. from the Mickasukies, prepara- 
tory to his surrendering with them; that there were 
several families remaining at the camp referred to, 
who wished to give themselves up, and would re- 
main there until we took possession of them, unless 
they were forcibly carried off that night by the Mi- 
casukies, who were encamped at no great distance 


from them. 

In consequence of this intelligence, after directing 
lieutenant colonel Davenport to follow me early 
in the morning with the infantry, a little after mid- 
night I put myself at the head of the residne of 
the mounted men, joined lieutenant colonel Price, 

roceeded on, crossing Istopoga outlet, and soon 
after daylight took possession of the encampment 
referred to, where I found the inmates, who had 
not been disturbed. They consisted of an old man 
and two young ones, and several women and cbil- 
dten, amounting in all to 22 inviduals. The eld 
man informed me that Alligator was very anxious 
to separate his people from the Mickasukies, who 
were encamped on the opposite side of the Kissim- 
miee, distant about 20 miles, where they would 
fight us. 1 sent him to Alligator, to say to him, if 
he was sincere in his professions, to meet me the 
next day at the Kissimmee, where the trail I was 
marching on crossed, and where I should halt. 

Assoon asthe infantry came up, I moved on to 


the place designated, which I reached late that, 
evening, and where I encamped. About 11 p. m. 

the old Indian returned, bringing a very equivocal 

message from Alligator, who, he stated, he had met 

accidentally. Also, that the Mickasukies were still 

encamped where they had been for some days, and 

where they were determined to fight us. 

I determined at once on indulging them as soon 
as practicable. Accordingly, the next morning, 
after laying out a small stockade work for the pro- 
tection of a future depot, in order to enable me to 
move with the greatest celerity, I deposited the 
whole of my heavy b e, including artillery, 
etc. and having provisioned the command, to in- 
clude the 26th, after leaving captain Munroe with 
his company, the Pioneer, Pontoneers, with 85 
sick and disabled infantry, and a portion of the 
friendly Indians, who alleged that they were unable 
to march further, crossed the Kissimmee, takin 
the old Indian as a guide who had been albert 
the day before, and who accompanied us with great 
apparent reluctance in pursuit of the enemy, and 
early the next day reached Alligator’s encampment 
situated on the edge of cabbage tree hammock, 
in the midst of a large prairie; from the appearance 
of which, and other encampments in the vicinity, 
and the many evidences of slaughtered cattle, there 
must have been several banter individuals. 

At another small hammock at no great distance 
from Alligator’s encampment, and surrounded by a 
swamp, impassable for mounted men, the spies 
surprised an encampment containing one old man, 
four young men, and some women and children. 
One of the party immediately raised a white flag, 
when the men were taken possession of and brought 
across the swamp to the main body. I pietdedad 
with an interpreterto meet them. ‘They proved to 
be Seminoles, and professed to be friendly. They 
stated that they were preparing to come in; they 
had just slaughtered a number of cattle, and were 
employed in drying and jerking the same. They 
also informed me that the Mickasukies, headed by 
A-vi-a-ka, (Sam Jones,) was some ten or twelve 
miles distant, encamped in a swamp, and were pre- 
pared to fight. 


Although I —— but little confidence in their 
professions of friendship, or their intentions of 
coming in, yet I had no time to look up their wo- 
men and children, who had fled and concealed them- 
selves in the swamp, or to have encumbered my- 
self with them inthe situation in which I then 
was. 


Accordingly, I released the old man, who pro- 
mised that he would collect all the women and chil- 
dren, and take them in to captain Munroe, at the 
the Kissimmee, the next day. I also dismissed the 
old man who had acted as guide thus far, supply- 
ing his place with the four able warriors who had 
been captured that morning. 


These arrangements being made, I moved under 
their guidance for the camp of the Mickasukies. 
Between 2 and 3 p. m. we reached a very dense cy- 
press swamp, through which we were compelled to 

ass, andin which our guides informed us we might 

e attacked. After making the necessary dispo- 
sitions for battle, it was ascertained that there was 
no enemy to oppose us. The army crossed over 
and encamped for the night, it being late. During 
the passage of the rear, captain Parks, who was in 
advance with a few friendly Indians, fell in with 
two of the enemy’s spies, between two or three 
miles of our camp—one on horseback, the other on 
foot—and succeeded in capturing the latter. He 
was an active young warrior, armed with an excel- 
lent rifle, fifty balls in his pouch, and an adequate 
proportion of powder. This Indian confirmed the 
information which had previously been received 
from the other Indians, aad, in addition, stated that 
a large body of the Seminoles, headed by John Co- 
hna, Co-a-coo-chee, and, nodoubt, Alligator, with 
other chiefs, were encamped five or six miles from 
us, near the Mickasukies, with a cypress swamp 
and dense hammock between them and the latter. 
The army moved forward at daylight the next 
morning, and, after marching five or six miles, 
reached the camp of the Seminoles on the borders 
of another cypress swamp, which must have con- 
tained several hundred, and bore evident traces of 
having been abandoned in a great hurry, as the fires 
were still burning, and quantities of beef lying on 
the ground unconsumed. 


Here the treops were again disposed of in order 
of battle, but we found no enemy to oppose us, 
and the command was crossed over about 11, a.m. 
when we entered a large prairie in our front,on which 
two or three hundred head of cattle were grazing, 
and a number of Indian ponies. Here another 
young Indian warrior was captured, armed and 


ee 
which he said the hostiles were situated and wait, 
ing to give us battle. i 

At this place the final disposition was made to at 
tack them, which was in two lines; the volunteer. 
under Gentry, and Morgan’s spies, to form the first 
line in extended order, who were instructed to en 
ter the hammock, and, in the event of being attack. 
ed and hard pressed, were to fall back in rear of 
the regular troops, out of reach of the enemy’s fire. 
the second line was composed of the fourth and 
sixth infantry, who were instructed to sustain the 
volunteers, the first infantry being held in resery, 

Moving on in the direction of the hammock, af. 
ter proceeding about a quarter of a mile, we reach. 
ed the swairp which separated us from the enemy 
three qraners of a mile in breadth, being totally in. 
passable for horse and nearly so for foot, covereg 
with a thick growth of saw-grass five feet high 
and about knee deep in mud and water, which ex. 
tended to the left as far as the eye could reach, ang 
to the right to a part of the swamp and hammock 
we had just crossed, through which ran a dee 
creek. At the edge of the swamp all the men 
were dismounted, and the horses and baggage lett 
under asuitable guard. Captain Allen was detach. 
ed with the two companies of mounted infantry to 
examine the swamp and hammock to the right; and, 
in case he should not find the enemy in that direc. 
tion, was to return to the baggage, and, in the 
event of his hearing a heavy firing, was immedi- 
ately to join me. 

After making these arrangements, I crossed the 
swamp in the order stated. On reaching the bor- 
ders of the hammock, the volunteers and spies re- 
ceived a heavy fire from the enemy, which was re- 
turned by them for a short time, when their gallant 
commander, Colonel Gentry, fell, mortally wound- 
ed. They mostly broke, and instead of forming in 
the rear of the regulars, as had been directed, they 
retired across the swamp to their baggage and 
horses, nor could they be again brought into action 
as a body, although efforts were made repeatedly 
by my staff to induce them do so. 

The enemy, however, were promptly checked 
and driven back by the fourth and sixth infantry, 
which in truth might be said to be a moving batte- 
ry. The weight of the enemy’s fire was princi- 

ally concentrated on five companies of the sixth 
infantry, which not only stood firm, but continued 
to advance until their gallant commander, lieuten- 
ant colonel Thompson, and his adjutant, lieutenant 
Center, were killed; and every officer, with one 
exception, as well as most of the non-commission- 
ed officers, including the sergeant major and four 
of the orderly sergeants, killed and wounded of 
those companies; when that portion of the regiment 
retired to a short distance and were again formed, 
one of these companies having but four members 
left untouched. 

Lieut. Col. Foster, with six companies, amount- 
ing in all to one hundred and sixty men, gained the 
hammock in good order, where he was joined by 
captain Noel, with the two remaining companies of 
the sixth infantry, and captain Gillam, of Gentiy’s 
volunteers, with a few additional men, and contin- 
ued to drive the enemy for a considerable time, and 
by achange of front,separated his line, and continued 
to drive him until he reached the great lake Okee- 
chobee, whch was in the rear of the enemy’s posi- 
tion, and on which their encampment extended for 
more than a mile. As soon as I was informed that 
captain Allen was advancing, I ordered the first in- 
fantry to move to the left, gain the enemy’s right 
flank and turn it, which order was executed in the 
promptest manner possible ; and as soon as that re- 
giment got in position, the enemy gave one fire and 
retreated, being pursued by the first, fourth and 
sixth, and some of the volunteers who had joined 
them, until near night, and until these troops were 
nearly exhausted, and the enemy driven in all di- 
rections. 

The action was a severe one, and continued from 
half past twelve until after three, p. m. apart of the 
time very close and severe. We suffered much, 
having twenty-six killed and one hundred and 
twelve wounded, among whom are some of our 
most valuable officers. The hostiles probably suf- 
fered, all things considerd, equally with ourselves, 
they having left ten dead on the ground, besides, 
doubtless, carrying off many more, as is customary 
with them when practicable. 


As soon as the enemy were completely broken, 
I turned my attention to taking care of the wound- 
ed, to facilitate their removal to my baggage, where 
I ordered an encampment to be formed, I directe 
captain Taylor to cross over to the spot, and employ 
every individual whom he might find there in con- 
structing a small footway across the swamp ; this, 
with great exertions was completed in a short time 





equipped as the former. He pointed out a dense 





hammock on our right, about a mile distant, in 


after dark, when all the dead and wounded perrors 
carried over in litters, made for that purpose, W! 
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i 
one exception, a private of the fourth infantry, who 
was killed and could not be found. — 

And here, I trust, I may be permitted to say that 
j experienced one of the most trying scenes of my 
jife, and he who could have looked on it with indif- 
ference, his nerves rust have been very differently 
organized from my own; besides the killed, there 
Jay one hundred and twelve wounded officers and 
goldiers, Who had accompanied me one hundred 
and forty-five miles, most of the way through an 
unexplored wilderness, without guides, who had so 

lantly beat the enemy, under my orders, in his 
strongest position, and who had to be conveyed 
pack through swamps and hammocks, from whence 
we sat out, without any apparent means of doing 
so. This service, however, was encountered and 
overcome, and they have been conveyed thus far, 
and proceeded on to Tampa Bay, on rude litters, 
constructed with the axe and knife alone, with poles 
and dry hides—the latter’ being found in great 
abundance at the encampment of the hostiles. The 
litters were conveyed on the backs of our weak 
and tottering horses, aided by the residue of the 
command, with more ease and comfort to the suf- 
ferers than I could have supposed; and with as 
much as they could have been in ambulances of 
the most improved and modern construction. 

The day after the battle we remained at our en- 
campment, occupied in taking care of the wound- 
ed, and in the sad office of interring the dead; also, 
in preparin litters for the removal of the wound- 
ed, and collecting with a portion of the mounted 
men, the horses and cattle in the vicinity belonging 
to the enemy ; of which we found about one hun- 
dred of the former, many of them saddled, and 
nearly three hundred of the latter. | 

We left our encampment on the morning of the 
27th, for the Kissimmee, where I had left my hea- 
vy baggage, which place we reached aboutnoon on 
the 28th, after leaving two companies and a few 
Indians to garrison the stockade, which I found 
nearly completed on my return, by that active and 
vigilant officer, captain Munroe, fourth artillery. I 
left ther® the next morning for this place, where I 
arrived on the 3lst, and sent forward the wounded 
next day to Tampa Bay, with the fourth and sixth 
infantry, the former to halt at fort Fraser, remain- 
ing here myself with the first, in order to make pre- 
parations to take the field again as soon as my 
horses can be recruited, most of which have been 
sent to Tampa, and my supplies in a sufficient state 
of forwardness to justify the measure. 

In speaking of the command, I can only say, 
that so far as the regular troops are concerned, no 
one could have been more efficiently sustained than 
Ihave been from the commencement of the cam- 
paign; and I am certain that they will always 
ve willing and ready to discharge any duty that 
nay be assigned them. 

To lientenant colonel Davenport, and the officers 
and soldiers of the first infantry, I feel under ma- 
ly obligations for the manner in which they have, 
on all occasions, discharged their duty ; and al- 
though held in reserve and not brought into battle 
until near its close, it evinced by its eagerness to 
engage, and the promptness and good order with 
which they entered the hammock, when the order 
was given for them to do so, is the best evidence 
hat they would have sustained their own charac- 
ters, as well as that of the regiment, had it been 
their fortune to have been placed in the hottest of 
the battle. 

The fourth infantry, under their gallant leader, 
lieutenant colonel Foster, was among the first to 
saln the hammock, and maintained this position, 
% well as driving a portion of the enemy before 
him, until he arrived on the borders of Lake Okee 
hobee, which was in the rear, and continued the 
pursuit until near night. Lieutenant colonel Fos- 
tr, who was favorably noticed for his gallantry 
ind good conduct in nearly all the engagements on 
the Niagara frontier during the late war with Great 
ritain, by his several commanders, as well as in 
the different engagements with the Indians in this 
territory, never acted a more conspicuous part 
_- in the action of the 25th ult.; he speaks in the 
lighest terms of the conduct of brevet major Gra- 
am, his second in command, as also the officers 
ind soldiers of the fourth infantry, who were enga- 
bedin the action. Captain Allen, with his two 
Nounted companies of the fourth infantry, sustain- 
ed hig usual character for promptness and efficien- 
: Lieutenant Hooper, of the fourth regiment, 
the Wounded through the arm, but continued on 

* field, at the head of his company, until the ter- 
“ination of the battle. 
ny vit not sufficiently master of words to express 
thy, admiration of the gallantry and steadiness of 
info ucers. and soldiers of the sixth regiment of 
the bey - It was their fortune to bear the brunt of 

attle. The report of the killed and wounded, 


'the enemy in his strongest position. 





which accompanies this, is more conclusive evi- 
dence of their merits than any thing I can say 
After five companies of this regiment, against 
which the enemy directed the most deadly fire, was 
nearly cut up, there being only four men left unin- 
jured in one of them ; oa every officer and orderly 
sergeant of those companies, with one exception, 
were either killed or wounded, captain Noel, with 
the remaining two companies, his own company, 
«« K.” and Crossman’s “B,”? commanded by second 
lieutenant Woods, which was the left of the regi- 
ment, formed on the right of the fourth infantry, 
entered the hammock with that regiment and con- 
tinued the fight and the pursuit until its termina- 
tion. It is due to captain Andrews and lieuten- 
ant Walker, tosay, they commanded two of the 
five companies mentioned above, and they contin- 
ued to direct them until they were both severely 
wounded and carrried from the field ; the latter re- 
ceived three separate balls. 

The Missouri volunteers, under the command of 
colonel Gentry, and Morgan’s spies, who formed 
the first line, and, of course, were the first engaged, 
acted as well, or even better, than troops of that 
description generally do; they received and return- 
ed the enemy’s fire, with spirit, for some time, when 
they broke and retired, with the exception of capt. 
Gillam and a few of his company, and lieutenant 
Blakey, also with a few men, who joined the regu- 
lars, and acted with them, until after the close of 
the battle, but not until they had suffered severly; 
the commanding officer of the volunteers, colonel 
Gentry, being mortally wounded while leading on 
his men, and encouraging them to enter the ham- 
mock, and come to close quarters with the enemy; 
his son, an interesting youth, eighteen or nineteen 
years of age, sergeant major of the regiment, was 
severely wounded at the same moment. 

Captain Childs, lieutenants Rogers and Flana- 
gan, of Gentry’s regiment, acting major Sconce, 
and lieutenants Hase and Gordon, of the spies, were 
wounded while encouraging their men toa dis- 
charge of their duty. 

The volunteers and spies having, as before stated, 
fallen back to the baggage, could not again be 
formed and brought up to the hammock in any thing 
like order; but a number of them crossed over indi- 
vidually, and aided in conveying the wounded 
across the swamp to the hammock, among whom 
were captain Curd, and several other officers, whose 
names I do not now recollect. 

To my personal staff, consisting of first lieutenant 
J. M. Hill, of the second, and first lieutenant Geo. 
H. Griffin, of the sixth infantry, the latter aid-de- 
camp to major general Gaines, and a volunteer in 
Florida from his staff, I feel under the greatest obli- 
gations for the promptness and efficiency with 
which they have sustained me throughout the cam- 
paign, and more particularly for their good conduct, 
and the alacrity with which they aided me and con- 
veyed my orders during the action of the 25th ult. 

Captain Taylor, commissary of subsistence, who 
was ordered to join general Jesup at Tampa Bay, 
as chief of the subsistence department, and who was 
ordered by him to remain with his column until 
he, general Jesup, joined it, although no com- 
mand was assigned captain Taylor, he weey ex- 
erted himself in trying to rally and bring back the 
volunteers into action, as well as discharging other 
important duties which were assigned to him dur- 
ing the action. 

yself, as well as all who witnessed the atten- 
tion and ability displayed by surgeon Satterlee, 
medical director on this side the peninsula, assisted 
by assistant surgeon McLaren and Simpson, of the 
medical staff of the army, and Drs. Hannah and 
Cooke, of the Missouri volunteers, in ministering 
to the wounded, as well as their uniform kindness 
to them on all occasions, can never cease to be re- 
ferred to by me but with the most pleasing and 
grateful recollections. ‘ 

The quartermaster’s department, under the di- 
rection of that efficient officer, major Brant, and his 
assistant, lieutenant Babbitt, have done every thing 
that could be accomplished to throw forward from 
Tampa Bay, and keep up supplies of provisious, 
forage, etc., with the limited means at their dispo- 
sal. Assistant eommissaries lieutenants Harrison, 
stationed at fort Gardner, and McClure, at fort 
Fraser, have fully met my expectations in dis- 
charge of the various duties connected with their 
department, as well as those assigned them in the 
quartermaster’s department. 

This column, in six weeks, penetrated one hun- 
dred and fifty miles into the enemy’s country, 
opened roads, and constructed bridges and cause 
ways, when necessary, on the greater portion of the 
route, established two depots, and the necessary de- 
fences for the same, and finally overtook and beat 
The results 
of which movement and battle have been the cap- 


ture of thirty of the hostiles, the coming in, and 
surrendering of more than one hundred and fifty 
Indians and negroes, mostly the former, includin 
the chiefs Ou-la-too-chee, Tus-ta-nug-gee, an 
other principal men, the capturing and driving out 
of the country six hundred head of cattle, upwards 
of one hundred bead of horses, besides obtaining a 
thorough knowledge of the country through which 
we operated, a greater portion of which was en- 
tirely unknown, except to the enemy. 

Colonel Gentry died in a few hours after the 
battle, much regretted by the army, and will be, 
doubtless, by all who knew hin, as his state did not 
contain a braver man ora better citizen. 

It is due to his rank and talents, as well as to his 
long and important services, that I particularly men- 
tion lieutenant colonel A. R. Thompson, of the 6th 
infantry, who fell, in the discharge of his duty, at 
the head of his regiment. He was in feeble health, 
brought on by exposure to this climate during the 
ae summer, refusing to leave the country while 

is regiment continued in it. Although he received 
two balls from the fire of the enemy, early'in the 
action, which wounded him severely, yet he ap- 
peared to disregard them, and continued to give his 
orders with the same coolness that he would ‘have 
done had his regiment been underreview, or on an 
parade duty. Advancing, he received a third bal P 
which at once deprived him of life; his last words 
were “keep steady, men, charge the hammock—re- 
member the regiment to which you belong.” I had 
known colonel Thompson personally only for a 
short time, and the more I knew of him the more I 
wished to know; and had his life been spared, our 
acquaintance, no doubt, would have ripened into 
the closest friendship. Under such circumstances. 
there are few, if any, other than his bereaved wife, 
mother, and sisters, who more deeply and sincerely 
lament his loss, or who will longer cherish his mem- 
ory, than myself. 

_ Captain Van Swearingen, lieutenant Brooke, and 
lieutenant and adjutant Center, of the same regi- 
ment, who fell on that day, had no superiors of their 
years in service, and, in point of chivalry, ranked 
among the first in the army or nation; besides their 
pure and disinterested courage, they possessed other 
qualifications, which qualified them to fill the high- 
est grades of their profession, which, no doubt, 
they would have attained and adorned had their 
lives been spared. The two formerserved with me 
on another arduous and trying campaign, and on 
every occasion, whether in the camp, on the march, 
or on the field of battle, discharged their various du- 
ties to my entire satisfaction. 

With greatest respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obed’t servant, 
' Z. TAYLOR, col. com’g. 
To brig. gen. R. Jones, adjutant gen. U.S. army, 
Washington, D. C. 


We have been furnished with the following state- 
ment of the killed and wounded of colonel Tay- 
Lor’s brigade, in the late action with the Indians, 
on the 25th of December, near lake Okeechobee in 
Florida, which exhibits the loss sustained by each 
regiment and corps in the conflict. ’ 














KILLED. | WOUND- 
ED. 
REGIMENTS AND COMMANDED : 
CORPS. Y . ae ~ 
B offi. |men S 8 
Regulars. 
First infantry - | Lt. col. Daven- 

, “omc Flt Meds Ulett idee Ed 4 
Fourth infantry | Lt. col. Foster | - 3{ 1/18 
Sixth infantry - | Lt.col. Thomp- 

son - -} 4] 16} 21 53 
Mounted ffourth 
infantry - | Capt.G. W. Al- 

Oe See We ae 1 
Volunteers. 
Missouri volun- 
teers - -{|Col. Gentry -| 1 1} 3] 22 
Spies - + | Lt. col. Morgan) - 2; 3; 4 
Indians - ~- | Capt. Parks - 





Total - -| 5 | 22] 9 }102 




















Note.—The names of the officers killed and 
wounded have heretofore been published. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
The eae ship Silvie de Grasse, at New York, 
brings Paris papers to the Ist January. She sailed 
from Havre on the 2d, and iad to put into Torbay 





(England) whence she sailed on the 5th January. 
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The editors of the Commercial Advertiser have re- | 
ceived a London paper of the 4th. 

The Liverpool cotton market had, owing to the 
heavy supply thrown in during the last fortnight of 
the year, receded a little. 


GREAT BRITAIN-—-THE CANADAS. 


The affairs of Canada were the principal subject 
of comment in the London papers. 

It was stated in the standard of Dec. 28th that 
the brig Inconstant of 36 guns was ordered without 
delay to the north coast of Spain; and the rumor was 
that the object of the expedition was to take on 
board the battalion of marines, stationed at Pas- 
sages, and convey them to Lower Canada, via 
Halifax. The brig had taken on board at Ports- 
mouth 1000 muskets anda large quantity of mili- 
tary stores. 

The same paper states that the Hastings was or- 
dered to Portsmouth, there to take on board troops 
for Canada. The 93d highlanders was ordered to 
Nova Scotia, and it was reported that the 23d rifle- 
men and the 71st light infantry were ordered to 
Canada. The 65th, stationed at Barbadoes, was 
ordered to Canada to be replaced by the 69th from 
Demarara. 

Sir John Colborne’s despatches were received in 
London on the 28th of December, with the presi- 
dent’s message. Rig): 

The leading English journals are full of discus- 
sions upon the president’s message, the N. E. boun- 
dary of Maine, and the affairs of Canada. The 
Times uses Canada, and what it calls the high tone 
of the message upon our foreign relations, to sound 
the alarm against the mae power of the United 
States, and to attack lord Palmerston, the British 
minister uf foreign affairs, whom it insinuates that 
the Americans look upon with contempt. We re- 
gret to see that the tories in England are disposed 
to use both Canada, and the dispute about the 
boundary, as mere party topics to oust the whig 
ministry. : 

The officers of the British Spanish legion have 
volunteered their services to go to Canada. The 
Westminster reform society was making an effort to 
avert the horrors of civil war in Canada. The 
members of the British West Indian association, 
who have embarked capital in Canada, required an 
extirpation of the French laws, and the French 
language, the substitution of the English, and the 
union of the two provinces. 

The Times pretends to be seriously alarmed by the 
friendship of the United States for France,—by the 
proposed increase of our army, and our fortifica- 
tions,—by the favor the Russian autocrat has 
shown our colonies, by our treaties with Siam and 
Muscat, &c. One paragraph, however, in the 
Times, lets us into the secret of their alarms. 
«When we see a functionary (lord Palmerston) 
thus artfully and systematically surrendering up the 
rights of his country,to every otherjpower—when we 
find him in his relations towards Russia and France, 
the ready accomplice in acts of aggression, per- 
fidy, and injustice, wherever foreign interests are 
to A preferred to those of his sovereign, we are at 
no loss to understand either the arrogant and in- 
sulting tone of Russia, France, Holland, Portugal, 
and Greece, or the pompous display of maritime 
ambition and aggressive views with which the pre- 
sident of the United States awakens the martial 
aspirations of the national enthusiasm of his fellow 
citizens.” 

The Courier (Ministerial) says: “We under- 
stand that an additional major-general will be sent 
out to Canada, as the civil government will, for 
some time at least, be entrusted to sir John Col. 
borne, as well as the command of the forces, and 
we have heard the name of sir W. Macbean men- 
tioned as destined to receive this at present very 
important appointment.” . 

The packet ship Toronto had arrived at London. 

There was a great fire in London on the 28th of 
December, on Davis quay, opposite the tower.— 
The warehouses on this quay contained three thou- 
sand barrels of turpentine, with great qapnlaiee of 
oil and other inflammable materials, and three brigs 
lying alongside were also loaded with similar arti- 
cles. All were destroyed. The fire raged from 
half paat 6 in the morning, until 1 p.m. 5,000 
barrels of turpentine and 800 tons of oil were con- 
sumed, besides three brigs and a warehouse full of 

rain. The oil alone was worth $200,000. The 
whole lost estimated at £120,000 or $600,000. 

Lonpon, Jan. 2.—A detachment of the royal 
artillery, underthe command of lieut. Young, em- 
barked on board the Royal Sovereign. Lieut. 

Brady, agent, yesterday, at Woolwich, for St. Se- 
bastian; 500 barrels of gunpowder and other muni- 
tions of war were also put on board for the protec- 
tion of that fortress. Orders have also been re- 


selves in readiness to embark for Canada via New | 
York. 

Two troops of horse artillery are ordered to Ire- 
land, one of which will relieve the Rocket troops 
stationed there, which will proceed to Canada. In 
addition to the above troops, a brigade of guards, 
two regiments of cavalry, six regiments of the line, 
and two battalions of the rifle brigade, are under 
orders for the same destination. These troops are 
to be augmented by two regiments of the line from 
the;Mediterranean. Great activity among the mili- 
er! is observable in the garrison. 

ONDON, Tuesday evening, Jan. 2.—It is under. 
stood, that in addition to the troops we yesterday 
mentioned as being destined for Canada, eight hun- 
dred of the grenadier guards, and the same number 
of the Coldstream, received orders yesterday morn- 
ing to hold themselves in readiness to embark for 
the same place, it is supposed in the course of the 
week. 

Canapa.—The intelligence which reached Lon- 
don yesterday from Canada and the United States, 
the most important particulars of which we hasten- 
ed to lay before the public in a second edition, is 
of a mingled character—partaking in pretty equal 
proportions of the gloomy and the cheering in re- 
lation to the actual position of affairs, and present- 
ing us alternately with sinister and with auspicious 
omens of the future. 

Perhaps the most formidable source of danger 
brought into view by the advices of yesterday, is the 
disposition manifested by a a of the people, if 
not also by the government of the United States, to 
make a common cause with the Canadian insurgents. 
Should this disposition prevail to any considerable 
extent inthe American union, it is clear that ihe 
struggle in which Great Britain is involved by the 
imbecility or treachery of her rulers is a struggle 
from which there is no possibility of honorable re- 
treat.and which can only be successfully maintain- 
ed by the prompt, unsparing, and energetic employ- 
ment of the utmost powers and resources of the 
state. 

FRANCE. 

The Journal des Debats of Dec. 31st contained a 
paragraph, of which the following is a translation: 

“A courier arrived from Berlin has brought an 
autograph letter from the king of Prussia to his 
majesty Louis Phillippe, in which his Prussian 
majesty says that he agrees perfectly with the king 
of the French relative to the affairs of Belgium, 
and that he relies upon the wisdom of king Louis 
Phillippe to arrange the difference that exits be- 
tween Belgium and Holland. The minister of war 
was immediately summoned to his majesty, and 
after a brief conference, couriers were despatched 
with counter orders te those issued in the morning.” 

Nothing of interest had yet taken place in the 
chambers. The committee on the address in an- 
swer to the king’s speech had not been appointed. 

The Temps says that an army of observation, 
30,000 strong, is to be posted on the northern and 
eastern frontier of France. The head quarters to 
be established at Metz. The army was to be pro- 
vided with 100 pieces of cannon. It was rumored 
that the Duke of Orleans would have the command. 

The president’s message was published in the 
Paris journal of December 20. 

The price of bread in Paris on the Ist of January, 
was 13 sous the loaf of 4 pounds. 

The bank of France has issued a notice that, 
from January 2, it will give bills payable at sight, 
to order, and, consequently, negotiable by endorse- 
ment, for any sum from 500 fr. to 20,000 fr. The 
demand made by travellers for negotiable paper on 
Paris, and the facilitating of the circulation of 
money between different commercial places, have 
induced the bank to adopt this measure. 

Extract from Galignani, dated Paris, Dec. 26th. 

The rich American banking house of Messrs. 
Welles, & co., in this capital, on occasion of the 
late commercial crisis, received assistance from the 
bank of France, on the guaratees of Messrs. Welles, 
and also of some great capitalists at Paris, Lyons, 
and Marseilles, to the amount of 3,200,000 francs. 
The sum offered to be lent by the bank of France 
was 4,200,000f; but of this Messrs. Welles availed 
themselves only to the amount of 2,375,000 francs, 
and on the 24th inst. they repaid the whole of this 
sum to the bank, and thus effected the last vestige 
of the temporary shock sustained by their house. 

On occasion of this count d’Argout, governor of 
the bank of France, has written to the persons who 
were guarantees for Messrs. Welles, to inform them 
that the obligations which they had thus contracted 
were terminated, and that they were entirely freed 
from their honorable co-operation in an act as use- 
ful to commerce, in general, as to a house which 
has so well justified, by its good faith and readiness 
in paying, the confidence of which it has been the 





ceived for four companies of artillery to hold them- 





$$$ 
Count d’Argout has also written to the Louse in 
question, to say that the council general of the bank 
was desirous of giving a striking testimony to the 
good iaith of Mr. Welles, and to the extrenie 
promptitude which he bad employed in discharyin 
his obligations to the bank long before the tiy,. ot 
the engagements which he had contracted {ajji,,, 
due. S 

BELGIUM. 
The minister of foreign atiairs had declared jn th, 
chamber, on being pressed lor informatioa as to (, 
state and probabilities of the timber attair with Ho). 
land, that the aspect was decidedly favorable, and 
that an amicable adjustinent was highly probable. 
The prince of Hesse Hamburg, who command, 
the fortress of Luxemburg, had written to the Bel. 
gian general that he had referred the matter to tho 
Germaine Diet, and that until the decision of {)).; 
body should be received, things would remain j), 
stalu-quo. 

PRUSSIA, 
The affair of the archbishop of Cologne was s{jj] 
a subject of excitement. The pope had addresseq 
a species of manifesto to all the foreign ministeis 
accredited at home, declaring his sorrow on account 
of this measure, and informing them that he had 
convoked the college of cardinais, in secret consist. 
ory, to advise with them on the matter, and to pro. 
test, against an act thus militating against the ec. 
clesiastical authority, the Pepa supremacy, and 
the rights and welfare of the catholic church. 

PORTUGAL. 

The advices from Lisbon were to the 21st of De. 
cember. All was quiet there, and generally through. 
out the kingdom. The municipal elections, atte; 
an active contest, bad resulted in favor of the cop. 
stitutionalists of 1820. The ministry were engaged 
upon financial projects to raise money. There were 
some disturbances in the north from roving parties 
of marauders—the remains of the forces recently 
assembled in the attempt at insurrection—but thcy 
were not of much consequence. 

HANOVER. 

The opposition to the despotic project of king 
Ernest seems to have gone on increasing. Tle 
Gazeite de Letpsic of December i0th, states that on 
the preceding day the advocates of that city were 
required to sign the declaration of fealty, but that 
the principal of them reiused. 

At Osnaburg there had been commotions grow- 
ing out of the arrest of one of the burgomasters, 
who refused to administer the oath of fealty. The 
populace attempted to rescue him, but the military 
put them down. 

The burgomasteis of Stade had unanimously 
protested against the King’s manifesto. 

SPAIN. 

The Commerce contains the following paragraph 

“The Gazette Universelle de Leipsic of the 25th 
December, speaks of a new treaty which has been 
signed by the parties to the treaty of quadruplefaili- 
ance, in consequence of which all the troops who 
may be sent into Spain will carry the flag of their 
respective nations. 

Accounts of the 25th ult. from Madrid announce 
positively that, with the exception of Espartero, 
who retains the war departinent the entire of the 
cabinet will be renewed. Count Toreno and M. 
Martinez de la Rosa, it is said, are to form part of 
the new combination, and Cordova is to be named 
commander-in-chief of the army of the north and 
viceroy of Navarre. Alaix is to rep'ace the Baron 
de Meer, in Catalonia, and the latter is to have the 
government of the island of Cuba. 

Letters of the 28th ult. from Bayonne, confirm 
the intelligence previously announced, that Don 
Carlos established himself on the 24th at Orduna. 
The news of the march of a Carlist expedition under 
Garcia is not corroborated. The sum of 125,000 
francs (£15,000) promised by the Spanish min- 
istry for the payinent of an instalment on the amount 
due to the British auxilary legion, was expected a 
Bayonne. Three steamers were to take on board 
the remnant of the legion at St. Sebastian. 


TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 





February 5. | 
the treasury department a list fof all imported sot 
cles on which duties have been paid, with the amou" 
of duties on each; and of all articles imported eo 
of duty for the year 1837, in pursuance of a senal’ 
resolution of the 19th ult. 

Also, a statement of the contracts of the depar 
ment for 1837. Severally laid on the table, and 0! 
dered to be printed. by the 

Mr. McKean presented resolutions passed by - 
legislature of Pennsylvania, requesting their ee 
tors and representatives in congress to vote for “4 
use their best exertions to obtain the passage © 





object. 


law of the United States authorizing the construc: 
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mand 
— 


tion of a McAdamized road from the national road, 
at some suitable point west of the western base of 


the Laurel Hill, by way of the United States arse-: 


nal, near Pittsburg, and the state arsenal, at 
Meadesville, to the harbor of Erie; and appropriat- 
ing’a sufficient sum of money out of the treasury of 
the United States for its immediate commencement 
and speedy completion. Referred to the committee 
on roads and canals. 

Mr. McKean presented the memorial of J. G. Pal- 
mer, and others, and the memorial of justice Lewis 
and others, of Wyalusing, in Pennsylvania, praying 
congress prom tly to reject all propositions for the 
annexation of ‘Texas to the Union, come from what- 
ever source they may. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Tallmadge also presented two remonstrances 
avainst the admission of Texas. Laidon the table. 

Mr. Morris presented various memorials against 
slavery and the slave trade. Motion to receive laid 
on the table. 

After the presentation of petitions, 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, a call was ordered on 
the secretary of war for surveys and estimates of im- 
provements at the mouths of the Milwaukie and 
other neighboring rivers. 

Several bills were introduced on leave, read twice 
and committed. 

By Mr. Calhoun: A bill to cede the public lands 
within the limits of the new states on certain condi- 
tions therein mentioned. Read twice, and referred 
to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Lian gave notice that hestionld, on Wednes- 
day, ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
occupation of the Columbia or Oregon river. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Williams, calling 
on the president for copies of the late correspon- 
dence in relation to the northeastern boundary, was 
taken up and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John J. Bulow, (for property destroyed in the 
late war,) was taken up, advocated at length by 
Messrs. Hubbard and Niles, opposed by Mr. King, 
and on motion of Mr. Wright, again laid on the 
table. 

Mr. King reported from committee a bill to es- 
tablish a port of entry at Jersey city and for other 
purposes. Read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Preston offered a resolution authorizing the 
committee on the library to caus2 the Madisonian 
papers to be printed and published. Lies over one 
day. 

Mr. Bayard offered a resolution instituting an in- 
quiry in committee as to placing the officers of the 
stalf of the revolutionary army on the same footing 
with the officers of the line in relation to grants of 
land. Lies over one day. 

Mr. Wall from the committee on the library, re- 
ported three joint resolutions (not read) authorizing 
the purchase and distribution of certain law books, 
&e., with an accompanying report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 


Sub-treasury bill. 


On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate took up the 
bill imposing additional duties as depositaries on 
certain public officers, creating receivers general of 
the public money, &c , and for other purposes. 

Mr. Rives rose and addressed the senate at large 
in opposition to the plan proposed by the bill, andin 
support of the substitute which he had submitted. 
After he had spoken about two hours and a half, he 
yielded the floor for a motion for adjournment. 

And the senate adjourned. 

February 6. Mr. Grundy rose, and addressed the 
chair as follows: 

Mr. President: I have received, and now present 
to the senate, the preamble and resolutions of the 
general asseinbly of Tennessee; by one of which 
resolutions their senators are instructed, and their 
representatives requested to vote against any law of 
general finance, suc! as is recommended by the pre- 
sident of the United States in his message of Sep- 


tember last. I understand the bill now before the | 


Senate on this subject, and under discussion, to be 
such as is embraced by this resolution; and believ- 
ing in the right of instruction by the legislature, I 
feel no difficulty in declaring that I shall comply 
With these instructions in good faith and verity, by 
Voting against the bill; and as it respects questions 
Which may arise in the course of its progress, I shall 
Without advising with or consulting any body, give 
Such votes as, in my judgment; ought to be given 
by a fair and honorable opponent of this measure; 
and T design promptly to communicate to the legis- 
lature of Tennessee the course of conduct which I 
adopton this subject. ; 

Mr. G. concluded by moving that this document 
e laid on the table, and printed; and it was so or- 

ered, 

The vice president presented from the war depart- 
Went abstracts of the general returns of the militia 





of the United States for 1837, theirarms, equipments 
&e. Referred, and ordered to be prinied. 

The report of the commissioners on Indian af- 
fairs, in reference to the Indian boundary referred 
to by the act authorizing the people of Missouri to 
form a state government. Laid on the table. 

A communication from the adjutant general, with 
60 copies of the official army register, for the use of 
the senate. 

Mr. Buchanan presented four memorials, and Mr. 
McKean several others of the same character as that 
presented yesterday by Mr. B. relating to the claims 
of Pittsburg to one of the six hospitals to be estab- 
lished on the western waters. Referred. 

Other petitions and memorials were presented and 
referred. 

By Mr. King, from the legislature of Alabama, 
asking the passage of a general pre-emption law; of 
a Jaw graduating the price of the public lands; of a 
law authorizing the relinquishment of 16 sections 
for schools, and the entry of better lands; and of a 
law ceding the refuse lands, found unproductive, to 
the several states where they lie. Ordered to be 
printed. 

By Messrs. Tallmadge, Merrick and Linn, on in- 
dividual claims. 

Mr. Webster rose to move that the report of the 
secretary of the treasury, in answer to the resolution 
of the senate, calling for information respecting the 
amount of the public moneys in the Commonwealth 
Bank, at Boston, be referred to the committee on 
finance. 

In this report, said Mr. Webster, the secretary 
says that no instructions were ever given by the 
treasury department to tender bank notes of any 
denomination to public creditors or officers; and he 
says, at the same time, that it was impracticable to 
pay all the public creditors, especially on the sea- 

oard, in specie, as sufficient could not be collected. 
The law, therefore, has been plainly one way, and 
the practice the other. The act of congress says no 
bills not equivalent to speeie shall be effered in 
payment; and [ commend this report to the parti- 
cular and careful perusal of those who suppose they 
can maintain a specie currency for government, 
while they suffer the general paper currency of the 
eountry to be depreciated. In my opinion, the state 
of things detailed in this report is a correct sample, 
or a foretaste of what we shall experience, on a 
large scale, when the sub-treasury bill shall have 
become a law, andanominal specie currency, for re- 
venue purposes, shall have been establiched. Al- 
though the law now existing is precise and positive 
that government officers shall pay ail public cre- 
ditors in specie, or bills equivalent to specie, and 
shall offer them nothing else. yet the secretary says 
that it has been impracticable to obtain specie for 
this purpose either of the banks or the merchants; 
and this he says atatime when there is supposed to, 
be a large quantity of specie in the country. Here,. 
then, is exactly such a state of things as we propose 
to establish by substreasuries and an exclusive 
specie currency. We see here precisely how the 
system will work. While there are banks (and 
banks there will be) the specie will inevitably get 
into the banks; and whenever any disaster happens 
to the banks, so that they suspend specie payments, 
neither the government nor the merchant can get 
the specie out. Dues to government, therefore, 
will not be received in specie, and dues from go- 
vernment will not be paid in specie. On the other 
hand, if the banks maintain their credit, and redeein 
their notes in speeie on demand, an exclusive specie 
curreney will be useless andunnecessary. The re- 
sult of all will be, that an exclusive specie currency 
will be always either unnecessary or impracticable. 
{t will be a superfluity or an impossibility. 

The following sums of public money appear, by 
ae report, to be now in deposite in that 
ank: 

Ist. The sum standing to the credit of 
the treasurer of the United States - $39,639 

2d. Sum reported as standing to the 
credit of the collector - - - - 65,941 

3d. Amonnts to the credit of the late 
pension agency - - - - - 154,848 
4th. Amount standing to the credit of 
the commissioners for building the cus- 
tom-house - - - - - - 70,000 
5th. Amount to the credit of Major 


Craig, ordnance department - - 1,119 
6th. Amount to credit of the post office 
department : - . - . 7,644 
7th. Amount to the credit of the pay- 
master general - - - . - 346 
Making a totalof - - . - $339,537 


The secretary represents these deposites to have 
been made, generally, before the suspension of 
specie payments; but that $150,000 was received 
by the bank in October and December last, on drafts 


which had been issued by the treasury in favor of 
the bank before the suspension. No money has 
been directed to be deposited in thesbank since the 
suspension. It is not stated what security exists for 
the payment of this large sum, or what is the chance 
of its payment. 

As to the manner in which the bank paid pen- 
sions and bounties, I find attached to the report a 
letter from the president of the bank, in which he 
says, that ‘in all cases where the bills of this bank, 
or any other bank, have been paid by this bank to 
pensioners, or their attorneys, they were voluntari- 
ly received by them!” The nature of these volun- 
tary receipts of payments, in depreciated paper, has 
been sufficiently shown by the letter and the affida- 
vit which I have laid before the senate. ‘The af- 
fidavitseems not to be deficient in facts. 

The statement is— 

I, Asa Pickering, of Bellingham, in the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, residing at present in 
Boston, as a member of the Legislature, on oath do 
declare and say: That, on the third day of October 
now last past, I called at the office of the pension 
agent in the city of Boston, to receive a pension 
due to my father, Benjamin Pickering, for revolu- 
tionary services. He already had on hand a quan- 
tity of the bills of the Commonwealth Bank, and 
instructed me to procure other money, if possible. 
I calied, and was requested tu step into a room to 
make the necessary affidavit, for which I was charg- 
ed, and paid in specie, twenty-five cents. I then 
received a check for sixty-three dollars, and was 
directed to present the check at the opposite coun- 
ter. I did so, and had tendered to me a fifty dolar 
bill of the Commonwealth Bank, also a ten anda 
three dollar bill of the same bank. I declined re- 
ceiving them, and stated that I wanted something 
better. I told them at least I wanted a little specie; 
I should like the thirteen dollars in specie. They 
told me I must take that or nothing. I asked them 
for the ten or the three in specie; both were refused. 
I then asked at least for the twenty-five cents in 
specie which I had just paid, and it was refused.— 
I then read one of their bills to them, and asked if 
they would pay old revolutioners in nothing but 
lies. TI was obliged to take their bills, contrary to 
iny wishes and instructions. 

ASA PICKERING. 

| This, too, isa fair specimen of what will happen 
' hereafter, when we shall have, nominally, a system 
of exclusive specie payments and receipts. Forty 
statutes could not forbid payments of bank notes 
|more distinctly and peremptorily than the present, 
law forbids all payments in depreciated bank notes.. 
¥et, here it is admitted, both by the disbursing of-. 
fieers and by the secretary himself, that such de- 
preciated bank notes have been offered in payment: 
and received; although the very offering of them, 
that is, the act of proposing to make payments in, 
such notes, is in the teeth of the act of congress.—. 
So it will be hereafter. The law will be positive 
that nothing but gold and silver shall be offered;. 
yet paper will be offered, and often taken; and just 
such contests will arise as that which arises in this 
case; the government officers insisting that the par- 
ty receiving it, on the other hand, insisting, and 
making oath that he resisted the receipt of it as 
long as he could, and took it at least simply be- 
cause he could get nothing else. I think any man 
must be short-sighted who does not pereeive that 
occurrences of this sort will be constantly happen- 
ing under a system in which the government uses, 
or pretends to use, one currency, and the people 
another. 

But, sir, there is another important matter dis- 
closed in this report, to which I wish to call the at- 
tention of the senate, 

It is kpown that during the existence of the bank 
of the Wnited States, the United States pensions 
were paid by that bank, without cost or charge, and 
as the bank was a safe depository, no losses hap- 
pened to government or to individuals. 

When the bank charter expired, congress was 
called on to make some other provision for paying 
pensions, and the act of April 20, 1836, was passed. 
That act provides that in future, payments of pen- 
sions shall be made by such persons or corporations 
as the secretary of war may direct, but no compen- 
sation or allowance shall be made to such persons or 
corporations for making such payments, without au- 
thority of law.” 

This act was passed under the clause of the con- 
stitution which authorizes congress, by law fo vest 
the appointment of such inferior officers as they think 
proper in the heads of departments. 

Under this law the secretary of war appointed 
these officers, and a list of them has been recently 
sent by him to the senate. It will appear from the 
report from the war department that, like other dis- 
bursing officers, they have been called on to give of- 
ficial bonds; and there is no manner of doubt that, 
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to all intents and ies oan they are officers under [ 
the government of the United States. 

But now to their pay. ® The act of April 20, 1836 
creating the office and providing for the appoint- 
ing of the officer,declares, as I have already said, that 
no allowance or compensation shall be made to 
them, without authority of law. Now congress has 
passed no further law on the subject, and yet how 
stands the matter of their pay? 

It will be remembered that, in 1834, the presi- 
dent, or secretary of war, before the bank charter 
expired, undertook to transfer the pension funds 
from the Bank of the United States to the deposite 
banks; and on that occasion, those deposite banks 
were told, as will be seen by this report, that in con- 
sideration of the benefits which they would derive from 
the deposites, no commission or salary would be al- 
lowed. | 

The same course was adopted after the act of 
1836 passed; so that, from that time to the present, 
pension agents, appointed by the secretary of war, 
get their pay by the use of the government funds in 
their hands. And I find, by inquiry at the proper 
source, that the general rule is to advance the ne- 
cessary funds six months before they will be need- 
ed; so that the agent has the use of the money for 
that period; and when the time comes for paying it 
to the pensioners, he pays it, and immediately re- 
ceives from the treasury an advance for the nextsix 
months. So that he has, the whole year round, the 
use of a sum of money equal to one-half the whole 
annual amount of pensions paid at his office. 

For instance, the whole annual amount of pen- 
sions, paid at Boston, is three hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars, or thereabouts. One-half this 
sum is one hundred and sixty thousand dollars; and 
the agent, as his compensation for paying the pen- 
sions, actually enjoys the use of this sum the whole 

ear, 

5 Suppose the use of the money to be worth six 
per cent. per annum, the compensation thus made 
to the pension agent in Boston is more than nine 
thousand dollars. 

So in New Hampshire, where there are two pen- 
sion agencies, one at Portsmouth, and one at Con- 
cord. At the Portsmouth agency, thirty-three 
thousand dollars, or thereabouts, is annually paid 
out, The agent, therefore, has usually on hand the 
one-half of this sum, say fifteen thousand five hun- 
dred dollars, the interest of which would be near a 
thousand dollars. 

At the Concord pension office, the amount of an- 
nual payments is sixty-six thousand dollars. One- 
half of this sum being usually on hand, the agent 
receives, for discharging the duties of his office, 
the use of that one-half, say of thirty-three thou- 
sand dollars, which, at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, amounts to nineteen hundred, or two thou- 
sand dollars. These sums are taken from official 
statements, and I believe are correct; and the other 
general facts obtained from authentic sources. 

It will probably strike the senate, in the first 

lace, that these rates of compensation are exceed- 
faly large, especially in these days of professed 
economy and reform; and, in the next place, all 
will admit that this mode of making compensation 
is the worst in the world, as it places the funds of 
the government every day at hazard. How this 
mode of making compensation, or this amount of 
compensation, can be reconciled to the words of the 
act of congress, which declare that there shall be no 
compensation without authority of law, I hape some 
gentleman will undertake to explain. 

In most cases, but I believe not in all, the list 
will show these agents are presidents of state banks; 
but the appointments, nevertheless, are personal 
appointments, and the banks themselves are not re- 
sponsible for the agent’s fidelity. As I have already 
said, the agents, like other disbursing officers of 

overnment, give bonds for the due discharge of the 
Suties of their office. TI trust, sir, that the commit- 
tee on finance will see the necessity of some further 
legal provision on this subject. 

Since I am speaking on this subject, I will (said 
Mr. W.) take leave to make a remark or two ona 
personal matter. The Globe of Saturday, still pur- 
suing a course of meddling with the private con- 
cerns of public men, which course, nevertheless, it 
admits is exceedingly despicable, reiterates charges 
of my having had paper dishonored at this Com- 
monwealth Bank. The obvious object of all this, 
as of the former article, it is evident, is to hold out 
an appearance that I owe the bank, orhave owed it 
in times past, I think it very likely that, by the 
time this statement of the Globe yets a hundred 
miles fram Washington, it will be so amplified as to 
represent me as an acknowledged debtor tothe bank 
to a great amount; and, by the time it ets over the 
mountains, the failure of the bank will be mainly 
ascribed, very possibly, to its loans to me. I repeat 





therefore, that I never owed the bank a dollar, so 


far as I remember nor ever had any pecuniary trans- 
action with it whatever. 

The statement is, that a bill drawn by me, and ac- 
— was sent to the bank for collection, and not 
duly paid by the acceptor. It was of course re- 
turned upon the drawer, and duly paid and taken 
up by him. All this is very unimportant and inno- 
cent; but it is stated as if with studious design, to 
represent me as a debtor to the bank; whereas, in 
the first place, the bank had no interest in it what- 
ever; and, in the second place, it was duly paid by 
the drawer on the acceptor’s neglect. As to any 
acceptance of my own, sent to that bank for collec- 
tion, being protested, I never heard of it, to my 
knowledge. Ifsuch athing happened, it must have 
been accidential, and owing to some mistake as to 
the day, which was seasona 4 corrected. Norcan 
it be true that any note or bill with my name on it 
was handed over to another bank on the failure of 
this Commonwealth Bank, unless it was some dead 
note or bill which had been already paid to those 
who were entitled to receive payment. This ap- 


ee 
and pension agent, and without compensation be 

cause it had the use of the public funds. My. 
further insisted that the business was in the hands 
of the banks, and not of individuals. ‘ 

Mr. Webster replied that the letter to the com 
missioner, on the 11th page of the report, Which 
letter was written when the attempt was made to 
transfer the public funds in 1834, would speak fo, 
itself. [Mr. W. here read an extract from this let. 
ter, saying that “the benefits which your instity. 
tion derives from the public deposites will attach to 
the office’ (of pension agent;) and that pay ments 
were to be made thereafter by such persons or coy. 
porations as the secretary of war should direct, ang 
there should be no compensation without the ay. 
thority of iaw.] 

Mr. Crittenden said "this report was quite ap 
anomaly. Of the public money $70,000 {were gone 
in one sum by this bank; and Mr. C. observed that 
early in October, 1836, the secretary of the treasy. 
ry had deposited $200,000 with the commissioner 
for building the new custom-house at Boston, and 





parent and obvious purpose of representing me as a 
debtor to the bank, or as ever having been a bor- 
rower of it, is founded in sheer misrepresentation 
and falsehood. 

I perceive that the directors, or officers, of this 
bank have been busying themselves to help out the 
statements of the Globe; yet no one of them says I 
ever owed the bank a dollar in the world; they 
might, I think, be better employed. It has been 
stated publicly that these officers have helped them- 
selves to loans, from their own bank, to an amount 
exceeding the amount of all its capital, and then 
failed, bank and all, leaving a prodigious mass of 
unredeemed paper upon the hands of the public. I 
know not how this may be; but, until the charge is 
cleared up, one should think they might find better 
employment than in attempting to bolster up slan- 
derous imputations against their neighbors, and at- 
tacking people who have not the misfortune to owe 
them any thing. 

Mr. Niles argued at some length to show that the 
banks themselves, and not individuals, acted in the 
capacity of pension agents, and were appointed as 
such by the secretary of the treasury, the business 
being given into the hands of the president of the 
bank, or other officer, by the banks themselves. He 
argued, also, that the failure and misconduct of this 
bank was a decisive argument against the state bank 
system, and in favor of the sub-treasury scheme.— 
He also repelled the idea that the secretary of the 
treasury had deposited the public money six months 
in advance, for the purpose of putting the value of 
the use of it in the pockets of individuals. 

Mr. Webster. The law says in so many words 
that these pension agents shall receive no compen- 
sation without provision by law; and the secretary 
in making compensation, has of course done it with- 
out law. I have arighttothe fact. The secretary 
makes the appointments generally, of the president 
or sume other officer of a bank; and the appointment 
is entirely personal; the bond is personal; the bond 
was directly to the United States; and this proves 
conclusively that the officer is an officer of the 
United States. No bank is named in the bond; in 
those which I have seen, and I have obtained the 
common form, from the office, I do not find that the 
agent is named or described. as president, or cashier 
of any bank? The appointment is simply of A B 
as agent for paying pensions in a certain place; and 
A B gives his own bond, directly to the United 
States, with sureties, for the faithful discharge of 
his duties. Ifthe agent, in any case, be connected 
with any bank, and desire to leave the money on 
deposite in that bank, instead of using it himself, 


that is matter of arrangement between him and the |- 


bank. All this makes no difference; it does not 
diminish the amount of compensation; it does not 
change the nature of the office. The agent is an 
officer, appointed by the authority of law, and acting 
under bonds to the United States; and receiving, as 
it appears by this report, a very large compensation. 
I have nothing to do now with the deposite system; 
all I say is that this kind of management ought not 
to go on, making, as every one must admit, a very 
great allowance for compensation, far too large. 
And what occasion is there of hazarding all this mo- 
ney? I speak, however, only of the existing state 
of things, as a subject which the senate must per- 
ceive requires a remedy. There is a personal ap- 
pointment of a certain officer by law; and there- 
fore there is in effect a personal emolument to the 
amount which I have stated; at least it is as large as 
that at Boston, and may be larger elsewhere. 

Mr. Niles said, if it was a personal appointment, 
and without compensation by law, he would like to 
see the law. i 

Mr. Webster. The law is that of April, 1830. 

Mr. Niles. There may be such a law; but the 
United States Bank was the commissioner of loans 


afterwards $50,000 more, making the sum of 


- $250,000; and of this sum, when the bank faileq 


there were $70,000 remaining in it. If the senato, 
from Connecticut were so tenacious in maintainip 


‘the uprightness of treasury management, perhaps 


he could furnish some excuse for this. Here a loss 
by a deposite and by a disbursing officer had beep 
sustained, and the money had been two years in his 
hands. If the $200,000 only had been given, there 
would still have been a loss of $20,000; but while 
the hands of this agent were already overflowing 
with the public money, the government in April 
gave him $50,000 more; and the period, it would 
be recollected,was a very critical one with the banks, 
Why take this large sum of money out of the trea. 
sury, and put it on deposite in the hands of any 
= agent? It might be necessary to sustain the 

ank, but could not be necessary to sustain the 
officer. He was already flooded with money, which 
he could not expend, when the $50,000 were add- 
ed. And there was a loss now by this bank of 
$70,000. If things were managed in this way, Mr. 
C. did not see occasion for a sub-treasury bank, or 
any bank at all. It seems as if this required some 
remedy. 

Mr. Buchanan said the circumstances referred to 
proved that there was very great occasion for a sub- 
treasury. I have (said Mr. B.) watched the pio- 
gress of this Commonwealth Bank business, and it 
appears to me that if any pr were wanting 
in favor of a sub-treasury, what has been made ma- 
nifest on this tloor makes the argument for the sub- 
treasury bill conclusive. I know not what the con- 
duct of this bank has been, and ai glad that the 
subject is to be referred to the committee on 
finance, because there justice will be done to both 
sides. But as long as the present, or rather the 
late, system shall exist, you will have eternally the 
same complaints; the secretary of the treasury se- 
lects one bank or another at his pleasure, and 
suspicion, jealousy, distrust follow his conduct, 
which, if the secretary were different from what he 
is, might be dishonest, and he might hide himself 
in the high places of the government. This power 
is a lever which might enable a political aspirant to 
move the whole country, and we shall never be rid 
of it till we collect our money and pay our debts 
ourselves. All experivnce is against this system. 
Mr. B. feared, if an investigation should be made 
into other banks, it would be found that they haa 
pursued the same course as this one. If you want 
to save the public money from executive interfer- 
ence—from the power to take it and give it away 
at pleasure—you must take eare of it yourselves. 

Mr. B. said he was sorry the senator from Massa- 
chusetts had any occasion to defend himself against 

ersonal attacks on his own private interests ; but 
henvetnen just the complaint might be, he thought 
bad policy to defend himexithere against the editor 
ofa newspaper. But, after all, there was no charge 
against him which could affect his honor or integ" 
ty in the slightestdegree. Even if he could not psy 
his debts, it is a situation (said Mr. B.) in which 
many of us have been. But the explanation of this 
bank matter was this: The secretary of the treast 
ry having an unlimited control of the public money, 
had thought proper to deposite it in the banks, 
in the hands of pension agents; the president 
other officer of the banks. But the secretary ° 
the treasury ought not to have such power, and “ti 
emolument should be received by any of the ban” 
on account of disbursing the public money. Bu 
we ought to keep it ourselves, and pay it out 
meet the dues of the public creditcrs. wit 

Mr. Clay said this incidental debate was ox P 
unexpected by him; but as it has come up, say 
I will take the opportunity to say a few words. i. 
senator (Mr. Buchanan) says that these astou? 





ing disclosures, for so I regard them, afford satis{«° 
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OT 


on proof of the necessity of adopting the sub-trea- 


sury 8 stem, alias the government Bank of «the 


‘United States, which is now before the senate.— 


And what is it he tells us now of the favorite sys- 
tem which was adopted in 1834, and of which he 
was then and since the strenuous advocate? He 
says now it is dangerous, and the senator from Con- 
necticut (Mr. Niles) says it is corrupting, and that 
it is not thought worthy of confidence. But why 
this discrepancy? Why, when the member and his 
friends had rejected a system and an institution 
which for near half a century had taken care of the 

ublic money without the loss of a single cent—why, 
when that faithful institution was discarded, did they 
resort to this, which he now calls unsafe and cor- 
rupting? Sir, having found that the system which 
they adopted three years ago has failed, they are 
now for giving us another of their prescriptions, 
which we must take from these same doctors, al- 
though their former prescription failed, which was 
the grand catholicon in 1834. And in three 
years more, they will call this new system, which 
they now want to force upon us, just as unsafe and 
corrupting as the former. 

Sir, who are these sub-treasurers, and what satis 
faction have we thatthey will be angels, pure, faith- 
ful, and always acting with fidelity and advantage 
to the finances of the country? If rumor does not 
misinform us, we are already in the way to lose 
millions in the hands of individuals. And will the 
same individuals do better under this new system? 
No, sir, under no system whatever; and some three 
years hence we shall find those who are now de- 
nouncing their own experiment, again denouncing 
this their other experiment. Sir, T ask, how can 
you expect that an individual should have half a 
million of the public money in his hands, without 
danger of his helping himself or his friends at the 
public expense? hen this new experiment shall 
prove a failure, as fail it will, if we adopt it, we 
shall then have some other experiment to delude and 
deceive the credulity of the American people. Give 
me no more of these sub-treasury schemes, no 
more of these experiments, these nostrums. 

Sir, (said Mr. C.) when I entered the senate 
this morning, my ears were delighted with a sound 
which came from a quarter quite unexpected. 
The senator (Mr. Grundy) got up, with his in- 
structions in his hand, and in a manly manner de- 
clared he would conform to those instructions. Sir, 
I hope they will be conformed to by others in this 
senate. Some of my friends do not hold that they 
are bound to obey such instructions; and they there- 
fore acted with perfect consistency—declined to 
conform tothem. I (said Mr. C.) am among the 
number who, with certain qualifications, do hold to 
the doctrine of instrnetiou. Let those who hold to 
the doctrine act consistently. Let instructions 
come; and I hope, if the senator from Pennsylva- 
nia receives his, he will be guilty of no evasion, 
but meet them boldly, and either obey them, or re- 
sign and gohome, and leave his place to one that 
willeonform. And the senator from New York, 
too, if [am not misinformed, when he was asked 
what was to be done in relation to his colleague, 
replied, instruct him; if Iam correctly informed, 
such was his language. I hope the instructions 
willcome, and come lam confident they will, from 
that souree which gentlemen of the party say they 
are bound to obey—from the people and the repre- 
sentatives of the people. And Virginia, too; but 
sir, [ believe the party there is a hung jury; how- 
ever, at the next election the people will order a 
venire de novo against the sub-treasury. And in 
the state from which the senator (Mr. Grundy) 
this morning presented the resolutions, in the leg- 
lature of that state the instructions were adopted 
by a majority approximating to unanimity. In the 
senate of that state there were 18 to 7, and in the 
house of representatives 39 to 19—39! the Mosaic 
law—forty save one—and very properly applied to 
such a system as this sub-treasury project. And 
the great leading state of the west; that state to 
whose opinions we are all disposed to bow with 
respect—she, too, declares her opinions in very in- 
telligible language. How will her senators act? 
Sir, 1 will answer for myself, that if instructions 
come from the legislature of my state against the 
eub-treasury scheme, I pledge my word that I will 
Conform to them. [A laugh.] 

On the whole (said Mr. C.) I think the senator 
from Pennsylvania can draw no conelusions of com- 
fort from these transactions at Boston. It appears 
to me, on the contrary, that this system which 
three years ago was to give perfect security to the 
public money, and to give us, too, a far better cur- 
rency, having failed, I think, when the sub-treas- 
ury comes to re-place it, millions will be lost, where 


ee dollar was lost even by that now exploded sys- 
m, 


Mr. Wright etated that he had observed the ru- 


moraliuded to by Mr. Clay, in the public prints, 
but had not thought proper to notice it presented 
in that shape; but as it had been alluded to in the 
senate, he would now say that the expressions 
which he was reported to have used respecting his 
-colleague were utterly a and false. He 
had in no way indicated that he ought to be in- 
structed; and if he had ever treated him unkindly, 
or used an unkind expression towards his honora- 
ble colleague, it was (Mr. W. said) unknown to 
himself, and he had not intended it. Mr. W. con- 
cluded by hoping that the senate would defer the 
continuance of the discussion which had sprung up 
this morning, and take up the order of the day, that 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Rives,) might 
be perinitted to proceed with his argument com- 
menced yesterday. : 

Mr. Preston moved to lay the subject on the 
table. 

Mr. Buchanan. I agree, in consideration of the 
position of the gentleman from Virginia, though I 
always desire to pay my debts promptly, [meaning 
a wish toreply to Mr. Clay,} and would rather do 
it now than at any other time. a 

Mr. Clay, (in an under tone and without rising.) 
I am always ready to receive payment. I hope it 
will not be Commonwealth Bank paper. 

The subject was then laid on the table, and the 
senate took up the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Rives having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. Hubbard expressed his desire to speak on 
the bill, but presuined the senate would prefer his 
doing so to-morrow. He would, now, however, 
offer some amendments to the original bill, to meet 
objections which had been adduced against it; and 
on his amendment it was so amended as to author- 
ize the treasurer of the United States, instead of the 
secretary, to draw for money to pay the public 
dues. 

Mr. H. then proposed to amend it, by lim- 
iting the number of new clerks under the bill to 
ten, and their compensation to a salary of $800 
each. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire has intimated his intention to ad- 
dress the senate on this subject to-morrow, and has 
brought forward an amendment. ‘There is a point 
in regard to this bill, which has attracted my at- 
tention very particularly, and I wish now to men- 
tion it, that his attention may be drawn that way. 

I was very much struck, on reading the first sec- 
tion of the bill, at the extraordinary display of skill 
manifested by those financers who are to lead the 
country by this measure out of all its difficulties. 
The senator from New York, (Mr. Wright,) in 
the course of the address with which he favored the 
senate, stated the remarkable fact, that from the 
origin of the government to the present time, there 
had been no designation of a treasury of the United 
States; that is, of no particular buildings, rooms, or 
vaults, which were necessary to constitute a trea- 
sury; and that in this bill this defect was remedied 
by providing that certain rooms in the new build- 
ing, now in a course of erection in this city, are 
to be declared by law to be the treasury of the 
United States. 

I had supposed (continued Mr. C.) that the 
treasury of the United States and the treasures were 
identical; and that wherever was the treasure, 
whether in eustom-houses, in banks, or any where 
else, there also was the treasury. If, for example, 
a part of the ~_ money were in the hands of 
the Barings, of London, or the Hopes, of Amster- 
dam, it would be still in the treasury, just as much 
as if it were in the vaults in the city of Washing- 
ton. But it seems the senator from New York 
has made another discovery, in addition to the ne- 
cessity for rooms, vaults, strong boxes, safes, or old 
cupboards, in which to keep secure the public 
money; and that is, that it is also necessary that 
there should be some particular place to be regard- 
ed as the treasury. 

I draw the attention of the senate to this, that 
they maysee what results must follow. The con- 
stitution has provided that no woney shall be drawn 
from the treasury but in pursuance of previous ap- 
propriations made by law; and whatever is in the 
treasury, in the meaning of the constitution, can- 
not be drawn from it except by process of law un- 
der the constitution. But, (said Mr. C.) for what- 
ever is without the treasury, there is no constitu- 
tional provision; they may draw it out at theirdis- 
cretion, and send it any where, or dispose of it as 
they please. 

And what farther is there? All the money which 
will be placed in the treasury provided by this bill 
will be the little that will be collected or scraped 
together in this district of tea miles square ; and 
this, of consequence, will be the whole amount 





which will be subject to the constitutional provi- 
sion to which I have referred. All that is in New 








York, where a moiety of the publi¢e revenue is col- 
lected—all that is in Boston, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, New Orleans, constituting nearly the whole 
of the actual treasure of the United States, is ex- 
cluded from the treasury by the bill, and, accordin 
to the senator from New York, will be all place 
without the power of the law and the constitution, 
and may be disposed of by the secretary and trea- 
surer, as they may think proper. I saw this, (said 
Mr. C.) as soon as [ read it, and numerous other 
things alike objectionable, which I will not notice 
now. But that the treasury is to be limited to the 
ten miles square, and to the miserable gleanings to 
be found in this district; can there be any thing 
more preposterous ? 

There were other defects in the bill, and other 
amendments had been offered, but I did not care 
about voting upon them. On the stock-jobbing sec- 
tion for instance, ( said Mr. C.) which the senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) moved to 
strike out, I did vote on that—and why? The 
whole measure is so hideous, so monstrous, that it 
is incapable of being placed in any form that would 
command my approbation ; and I could not think it 
proper in any shape whatever. | 

But I had another reason (said Mr. C.) fortaking 
no partin the motion of the senator from South 
Carolina to strike out that section. The senator 
from New York (Mr, Wright) opposed the motion; 
the chancellor of the exchequer differed from the 
new premier of the administration on this point, and 
I wanted to see how the party would vote; I wish 
to see how the household troops would move; 
which they would follow; the chancellor or the 
premier. Sir, the chancellor was leftina minority, 
and, according to the usage of the government from 
which we derive much of our political system, and 
our customs, the chancellor ought immediately to 
have thrown up the seals. 

The senate then went into executive business, 
and afterwards adjourned. 

February7. The following petitions and memo- 
rials were s-esented and referred : 

By Mr. McKean: a memorial of the delegates 
now assembled at Philadelphia to alter the state 
constitution, praying congress to adopt measures to 
improve the Allegheny river from Pittsburgh, in 
the state of Pennsylvania, to Olean Point, tn the 
State of New York. Ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. Mouton: from the collector at Franklin, 
Louisiana, praying the erection of certain light- 
houses, and certain improvements in navigation. 

By Mr. Clay, of Kentucky: from citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying the completion of the United 
States frigate Raritan. [Mr. C. expressed the hope 
that the committee on naval affairs would act spee- 
dily on this subject, and report one way or the other, 
The winter was rapidly passing off, and if any 
thing should be done, the earlier the better. ] 

By Messrs. Nicholas, Linn and Buchanan, on in- 
dividual claims. 

Mr. Grundy, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported a bill to abolish the United States cir- 
cuit court, at Huntsville, Mississippi, and for other 

urposes. Read twice, and ordered to be engrossed 
or a third reading. 

On inmotion of Mr. Norvell, a call was ordered on 
the secretary of the treasury for statements as to 
the amount of revenue lost to the government in 
consequence of the non-payment of duty bonds on 
iunported articles, in 1837, ’8, with the names of the 
delinquents. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, a call-was ordered on the 
secretary of war, and inquiries in relation to a cer- 
tain report on the boundary line, &c. of Arkansas, 

Orregon Territory. 

Mr. Linn, of Missouri, on leave, introduced a 
bill, authorizing ,the occupation of the Columbia 
or Orregon river, are pe ing aterritory north of 
latitude forty-two degrees, and west of the Rocky 
Mountains, tu be called the Orregon territory ; au- 
thorizing the establishment of a fort on that river, 
and the oecupation of the country by the military 
force of the United States ; establishing a port of 
entry, and requiring that the country should then 
be held subject to the revenue laws of the United 
States ; with an appropriation of $50,000, ] 

The bill having been read twice, Mr. Linn mov- 
ed to refer it to the committee on military affairs. 
He expressed his regret that some other senator 
had not moved in this matter; he had failed in his 
endeavors to that effect, and had in consequence 
now presented the subject himself, as one o at 
importance. There was reason to apprehend that 
if this territory should be neglected, in the course 
of five years it would pass from our possession. 

Mr. Olay, of Kentucky, said he thought the se- 
nator and the committee would do wel] to make in- 
quiries as to the stipulations of the present treaty 
with Great Britain, and whether we could occupy 
this country now without giving cause of offence 
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The country had been taken possession of by Great 
Fatal, in contravention of the treaty of Ghent. 
here was aclause in that treaty, or rather a word, 
which was intended to cover this identical case, 
It was founded on these circumstances: A settle- 
ment had been made on the Orregon by Mr. Astor, 
and the establishment was called Astoria. During 
the war it was taken possession of by a British 
armed vessel. In the stipulation of the mutual 
surrender by the two countries of places taken du- 
ring the war, Mr, C. had introduced the word ‘‘pos- 
session”’ as descriptive of the hold which we had on 
the Orregon country prior to the war. Mr. C. ho- 
ped the treaty would be examined before any deci- 
sive step should be taken on this subject. 

Mr. Linn said he was aware of that provision, 
and it was his intention that the inquiry should be 
made, He designed to get all the information he 
could on the subject, and lay it before the commit- 
tee or the senate, that the senate might make such 
modifications of the bill as they might think pro- 

er. He wished the bill to be made as perfect as 
it could be. 

Mr. Lyon remarked that he knew of one of his 
constituents being desirous of going west of the 
Rocky Mountains for the purpose of settling and 
carrying on a farm. 

r. Buchanan said that he was very glad that his 
friend from Missouri had moved in this business; 
and he had done himself injustice when he said it 
might have been moved more appropriately by 
another person. The time had come when we 
ought to assert our right to the Orregon country, or 
abandon it forever. We know by information re- 
ceived from an agent of the government, that the 
Hudson bay company were establishing forts in 
that quarter, cutting down the timber and carrying 
it to market, and acquiring the allegiance of the In- 
dian tribes ; and while they had been thus proceed- 
ing, we had patiently looked on during a long period 
of years. Our right ought to be now asserted; but 
it should be done in a prudent and delic, te manner. 
We are obliged by the treaty to give a years’ notice. 
The time had arrived to settle this question, and 
there were too many such questions unsettled witb 
the British government already. While we should 
be careful to violate no treaty stipulations, we ought 
promptly to assert our right to this country, 

Mr. Benton urged the propriety of having the 
subject referred toa select committee, of which his 
colleague should be the chairman ; he knew of no 
one better qualified. 

Mr. Linn, after some demurring, assented, with- 
drew his motion of reference to the military com- 
mittee, and the subject was referred to a select com- 
mittee of five, of which the vice president was au- 
thorized to make the appointment. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the resolution offered 
by him, authorizing the joint library committee to 
cause the Madison papers to be printed and pub- 
lished, was taken up, changed to the form of a joint 
resolution of both houses, on the suggestion of Mr. 
Clay, of Kentucky, read twice, and, after some 
conversation, it was referred, on motion of Mr. 
Sevier, to the committee on the library. 

The bill to prevent the abatement of suits and 
actions now pending, to which the late United States 
Bank is a party; ' » 94 

And the bill to establish a new collection district 
in Mississippi, at Vicksburg, were severally read a 
third time and passed. 

The resolution for an inquiry, as to placing the 
staff officers of the revolution on the same footing 
as to grants of land, with the officers of the line, 
was taken up and agreed to. 

The senate resuined the consideration of the bill 
imposing additional duties as depositaries on public 
officers in certain cases, &c. the question being 
on Mr. Rives’s substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Hubbard spoke at large on the subject, in fa- 
vor of the bill, and in reply te Mr. Rives ; and be- 
fore he concluded he gave way for such a motion, 
and 

The senate adjourned. 

February 8. The following petitions, &c. were 
presented and referred + . 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana: a petition numerous- 
ly signed by the business men of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
praying congress to aid in the construction of the 
steamboat canal about to be constructed around the 
falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, by subscribing 
for stock in the Jeffersonville and New Albany 
canal company. The petition and the charter of 
the company, were referred, on his motion, to the 
committee on roads and canals. 

By Mr. Wall: from inhabitants of Philadelphia, 
for the completion of the frigate Raritan. _ 

And by Mr. Pierce and Mr. Smith, of Indinna, on 
individual claims. 

On motion of Mr. Prentiss, the committee on pen- 


sions was discharged from the further consideration | 


of the petitions of Mary Millbank and of Margaret 
Hamilton for pensions. 
On motion of Mr. Linn, the committee on fi- 
nance were instructed to inquire whether any, and 
if any, What measures should be adopted {for the 
safety of the papers, &c, in the hands of the recor- 
der and surveyor general of the United States at 
St. Louis. 
The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
(the question being on Mr. Rives’s resolution) im- 
posing additional duties, as depositaries in certain 
cases, on public officers, &c. 
Mr. Hubbard having spoken more than two hours, 
in conclusion of his speech commenced yesterday, 
in support of the bill— 
Mr. Tallmadge made some remarks, partly in re- 
ply to Mr. H., but chiefly in assigning what he 
deemed true cause of the late political change in 
the state of New York, in reply to that portion of 
the president’s message which ascribed it to the in- 
fluence and interference of the banks. Mr. T. also 
touched collaterally on the bill before the senate. 
Mr. Wright declined the argument in relation to 
to the causes of the New York changes, expressing 
his design to confine himself to the bill; and vin- 
dicated the president from any design of charging 
the people of New York with giving corrupt votes. 
Mr. Clay thanked Mr. Tallmadge for the remarks 
which he had just made, and spoke in censure of 
the president’s message, for such a reference to 
the New York elections. 
Mr. Wright replied briefly; when, after an exe- 
cutive session, (moved by Mr. Buchanan,) 
The senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Feb. 2. The Speaker laid before the 
rouse a message from the president of the United 
States in compliance with the act of congress of the 
3d March, 1829 transmitting the ninth annual re- 
port of the board of inspectors of the penitentiary 
of Washington. 

A number of reports were received from different 
committees, after which the house resumed the con- 


copy of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet, and for the name 
of the foreign minister who communicated it to the 
department of state, when Mr. 4dams arose and 
concluded his remarks, Mr, Howard, arose in reply 
and had addressed the house only for a short time, 
when the chair announced the expiration of the 
morning hour and Mr. H. suspended his remarks 
until to-morrow. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election. 

Mr. Howard’s proposition being under consid- 
eration, 

Mr. Prentiss offered a few remarks, in addition 


of Mr. Howard. 


elections. 


was also good, as a matter of course. 


ment, just expressed, of the house. 


of the 25th congress. 


constitution. 


new, and was insisting on the extraordinary fact, 
that through the whole discussion, both during the 


sending back the election to the people of Missis- 
sippi had never been mooted; when 

Mr. Legare stated that he had himself brought 
forward such a proposal. : 

Mr. Howard denied that his proposition was 
new, but, on the contrary, was only that originally 
proposed by Mr. Bronson. 





sideration of Mr. .4Adam’s resolution calling for a’ 


Mr. Yellreplied, and stated that he held his seat 
under the July election, still believing it to have 
been good, notwithstanding the decision of the 
house in relation,to the July (Mississippi) election, 
which he believed was contrary to the spirit of the 


Mr. Patton, of Virginia, spoke in opposition to 


amendment, which he characterized as entirely 


called session and the present, the proposition of 


Mr. Patton resumed, and replied to the speech of 


—— 
his colleague, (Mr. Mason, who briefly explained. 
concluding, both on legal and political grounds i } 
the decision of the house in favor of Messrs. Chi 
borne and Gholson had no effect on the Validit “0 
the second election, and therfore that the clair of 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word was valid, and they a 
titled to heir seats. — 

Mr. Legare followed on the other side, and insist 
ed that the decision by{congress in the case of Ghol. 
son and Clairborne bound all parties as the law of 
the land. 

Several questions were put to him by Mr, 77; 
Mr Menefee,and Prentiss, on different points he had 
assumed, to which he replied. 

Mr. Prentiss made some explanations as to the 
uumber of votes given for himself and his collea ty 
at the election in July. oe 

Mr. Biddle next obtained the floor, and insisted 
on the right of the oe members, which he gy. 
ported by various supposed cases by way of illustra. 
tion. 

When he had concluded, Mr. Menefee obtained 
the floor, and, intimating a desire to address the 
house on the subject, moved that the house adjourn 
(It was now half past 4 o’clock.) 

On this motion Mr. Cushman demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and being taken, re. 
sulted in the nagative—Yeas 90, nays 118, 

Mr. Menefee then proceeded, and went into a re. 
ply at length to the argument of Mr. Legare ang 
Mr. Mason, and insisted that, under the constitutioy, 
and laws, the election of November was valid, and 
its result to be recognised as the voice of the people 
of Mississippi. 

When Mr. M. concluded, it was past the hour of 
fiive o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, after an appeal to the 
house against forcing the question to-night, Wishing 
himself also to say something upon it, with the un. 
derstanding that the subject shail be definitively ac. 
ted upon to-morrow. ‘Ihe house adjourned. 

Saturday, February 3. After disposing of some 
executive communications and senate bills— 

Mr. Talliaferro rose, and observing that as it was, 
he believed, the general wish of the house te get a 
question on the long discussed subject of the Mis. 
|sissippi election before the house should rise this 
| day, moved to suspend the remaining business of the 
| morning hour, and proceed at once to the special 
order of the day. 

The motion prevailed; the rules were suspended 
for the purpose, and the house resumed the debate 
'on the Mississippi contested election. 

The question being on the amendment moved by 
Mr. Robertson of Virginia, to the amendment of 
Mr. Howard to the resolution of Mr. Bell, viz. pro- 
posing to strike out the word “not,’’ so as to declare 
that Messrs. Prentiss and Word ave members of the 








to those which he had made yesterday, in reply to, twenty-fifth Congress, 
those gentlemen who had supported the proposition | 


Mr. Bell, who had the floor from yesterday, rose 


He drew a parallel between, the | to address the house, but, in his introductory re- 
Mississippi election in July, and that of Arkansas | marks, objected to the form of Mr. Howard’s amend- 
at the same time, and between the action of the 


people of those states, severally, in relation to those 
Whence he deduced that, if the Arkan- 
sas election were good, that the seat be now pro- 
perly filled by the sitting representative from that 
state, then the Mississippi election in November 
The house 
having now decided that the July election in Mis- 
sissippi was not good, have also decided that the 
parallel election in Arkansas was not good. Then | tended, therefore, to modify the motion for amend- 
the representative from Arkansas, if he holds his; ment, so as to declare that Prentiss and Word are 
seat under that election, must of course yield, like 
the sitting members from Mississippi, to this judg- 
If, however, 
he holds his seat under the October election, then, 
ifit be the judgment of the house that his seat be 
properly filled, it follows that, under the Missis- 
sippi November election, he (Mr. Prentiss) and bis; ment, and especially in reply to Mr. Legare; 10 
colleague have the same right to sit, as members 


ment; (which proposes todeclare that Prentiss and 
Word are not members of the twenty -fiith congress) 
as affirming a mere truism; for it was undeniable 
that, at this moment, those gentlemen were not 
members of the house; the questior in debate being 
whether they should be admitted as such. . 
Mir. Robertson, admitting the force of this objec- 
tion, said that it applied equally to Mr. Beli’s 
amendment, striking out the word ‘not;” he in- 


‘elected’ members of the twenty-filth congress. 
Mr. Bell’ hoped the gentleman from Maryland 
[Mr. Howard] wonid so modify his proposition as 
to present some issue on which the house could be 
fairly divided, and which would settle something. 
Mr. B. then went at large into the general argu- 


the course of which, several explanations were, 
from time to time, made by Mr. Legare. 

Mr. Rhett next obtained the floor, and, after repel- 
ling the idea that the South Carolina delegation had 
been influericed, in this matter, by party consice- 
rations, or the personal influence of any one of its 
members, proceeded to the argument, insisting that 
the decision of congress in favor of Gholson ane 
Claiborne, being a judicial decision, had all the 
force of the constitution, and rendered the Novel- 
ber election null, even though every man, womel, 
and childin Mississippi had concurred in it. 

After some explanation between Mr. Howard 
and Mr. Bell— agli 

Mr. Pope obtained the floor, but yielded it for & 
moment to 

Mr. Cushing (who has sufficiently recovered to 
resume his seat in the house.) Mr. C. reminded 
the house of his protest, at the commencement of the 
called session, against the loose practice in forminé 
the roll of members without the exhibition of the” 
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panne 
credentials; to which he (as Mr. Rhett had done) 
traced all the difficulty af the present case. 

Mr. Pope then resumed the floor, and went at 
large into an extensive argument, in which he took 
up the case on legal grounds, and then on grounds of 
the constitution, and precedents. He spoke with 
much earnestness till five o’clock. Explanations 
assed between him and Mr. McKay, of N. C. about 
the election laws of North Carolina. AH  efia 

Mr. Martin obtained the floor, and, intimating 
his wish to address the house, moved an adjourn- 
ry this question the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and being taken, resuited as follows: Yeas 108, 

9). 
Be the house adjourned without taking any ques- 
n, 
"Monday, February 5. The speaker laid before the 
house aletter from the secretary of the navy, trans- 
mitting a copy of the report and surveys of George’s 
bank or shoal, made by lieutenant Wilkes, of the 


avy. 

Also, a letter from the Secretary of war, accom- 
panied by 225 printed copies of the official army 
revister for 1838, for tiie members of the house fur- 
pished in compliance with the resolution of Febru- 
ary 1, 1830; and 

Also a letter from the secretary of the navy, ac- 
companied by a statement of contracts entered into 
by the navy commissioners during the year 1837, 
as also such as were entered into in the year 1836, 
and not heretofore reported. 

After an inetfectual attempt by Mr. Haynes to 
effect the suspension of the rules for the morning 
hour, in order to take up the special order, the states 
were called for petitions, beginning with New 
Hampshire (Maine having been called 6n Monday 
last;) and petitions, memorials, remonstrancas, &c. 
were offered by the following meinbers: 

From New Hampshire: Messrs. Cushman, Ather- 
tonand Williams. 

From Massachuaetts: Messrs. Cushing, Fletcher, 
Reed, Briggs, Parmenter, Lincoln, Calhoun, Phil- 
lips, and Adams. 

[Of these, Messrs. Fletcher, Reed, Briggs, Par- 
menter, Lincoln, Calhoun, and Phillips, presented 
memorials, &c. upon the various subjects of aboli- 
tion of slavery in the territories and in the District 
of Columbia, of the abolition of the slave trade, and 
of the annexation of Texas: also various petitions 
praying for the rescinding of the resolution of the 
house of the 21st of December last. All of which 
were disposed of in the same manner as heretofore. | 

One of these memorials, very numerously signed, 
presented by Mr. Lincoln, of Mass., praying 
that the resolution of the 21st December last be re- 
pealed, gave rise to some debate. 

Mr. Lincoln said that he felt himself under the ne- 
cessity, both from his own convictions of the merits 
ofthe memorial, as well as from the duty he owed to 
those of his constituents who had requested him to 
present it, to insist upon the consideration of the 
question of reference, with instructions. 

Mr. Boon, of Indiana, moved to lay the question 
of consideration on the table. Mr. Wise asked if, 
under the resolution of the 21st of December, this 
subject was not to be laid on the table, as a matter 
of course? 

; The speaker decided tiis question in the nega- 
ive, 

Mr. Briggs called for the yeas and neys on the 
notion of Mr. Boon, and they were ordered. The 
notion of Mr. Boon to lay the question of conside- 
ration on the table, was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote: Yeas 123, nays 75. 

After Mr. Adams had risen, aud presented a single 
petition, the chair announced the expiration of the 
ri hour, and stated the special order of the 
aay. 

M:. Adams made an attempt to procure the sus- 
Pension of the rule, in order to enable him to pre- 
Sent other petitions, but did not succed. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
Mississippi election ease, the question being on the 
amended resolution of Mr. Beil, adopted by the 
house on Wednesday last. 

“Resolved, That ihe resolution of this house of the 3d 
% October last, declaring that Sam’l J. Gholson and J. 
I’. H. Claiborne were duly elected members of the 25th 
Congress be rescinded, and that Messrs. Gholson and 
aiborne. are not duly elected members of the 25th 
Congress” 

The question was on the following amendment of 
Mr. Howard: 3 

Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas J. 
Yord are not members of the 25th congress.’ 

And the pending question on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. Robertson, to 
Strike therefrom the word ‘‘not.” 

Mr. Martin, of Alabaina, being entitled to the 
mre to proceed with his remarks, but gave 

ay to 








Mr. Glascock, who stated that he had this morn- fore the house; it persuaded us that the whole mat- 


ing received from the honorable Mr. Claiborne a 
brief statement, in writing, of several important 
facts in relation to the question before the house, 
and which he considered essential should be read; 
and as the health of Mr. C. still prevented his at- 
tending, in person, he (Mr. G.) felt it his duty to 
make the motion that the paper he then held in his 
hand be received, and seni wh the clerk’s table. It 
was due to the sitting members to say, that they 
wished no motion made to print. 
WaAsHINGTON, Feb. 5, 1838. 

Srr: I herewith transmit to you the proceedings 
of the democratic members of both branches of the 
Mississippi legisiature, which I desire may be laid 
before the house. Atamoment when there is so 
much contrariety of opinion as to public sentiment 
in the state of Mississippi, and after the gentlemen, 
who claim to supersede my colleague and myself, 
have expressed an opinion that not fen citizens ot 
that state believe we are entitled to our seats for 
the whole of the 25th Congress, I am gratified at 
being able to furnish such evidence of the popular 
will. It must be recollected that the gentlemen 
who attended this meeting compose a majority of 
the legislature, and that they represent the opinions 
of a large body of the people. ‘They are familiar 
with the history of this contested election, from the 
emanation of the writ down to the decision of the 
house in October, and the Incidents subsequent 
thereto; they are fresh from communion with an 
enlightened constituency, and, in all probability, 
are better informed as to the real state of opinion, 
than either the honorable claimants, or ourselves, or 
representatives from other states. The names that 
appear on the face of those proceedings are among 
the most distinguished in the state for the high sta- 
tions they occupy, for talents, for integrity, for all 
that can give impartiality to evidence, or weight to 
character, and I trust their testimony, thus solemnly 
rendered, will have its due influence with the house. 

I feel bound to repeat, on this occasion, what I 
have before declared, that prior to the July elec- 
tion, my colleague and myself distinctly took the 
ground, that we considered the election as not for 
the special session only, but for two years. The 
papers friendiy to us advanced the same opinion. 
When the decision of the house was made, confirm- 
ing us in our seats for the entire 25th congress, we 
addressed a circular to the people, (which was 
widely distributed,) from which the following is an 
extract: 

‘“TO THE PEOPLE OF MISSISSIPPI.” 

‘* Fellow-citizens :—In July last, itis well known, 
we were elected under the proclamation of the 
governor, and according to the forms of the law, to 
represent you in congress. When the governor is- 
sued his writ, the opinion of the press, and of the 
people, so far as we are informed or believe, was, 
that he had the power todo so: that the exigency of 
the times required him to exercise that power; but 
that he had no right to abridge the constitutional 
term of two years, for which members of congress 
are elected; that so much of his writ was void, and 
that the members chosen would serve not only in 
the extra session, but throughout the 25th congress. 
This was our own opinion. It was every where 
freely expressed by us, and we believe that nine- 
tenths of those who voted at the late [July] elec- 
tion, went to the polls with such an impression.” 

The people were thus distinctly notified of the 
action of the house, and assured that we would con- 
tinue to hold our seats. 

Prevented, as I ain, by the state of my health, 
from appearing in the house to vindicate the rights 
of those I represent, I feel bound to express my 
sclemn conviction, that a majority of the freemen 
of Mississippi acquiesced in the judgment of the 
house. I believe, upon evidence which would be 
conclusive in a court of justice, that the 6,500 citi- 
zens who sustained me in November, did not doubt 
the validity of the July election as conferring office 
for two years, or the binding effect of the decision 
of the house. 

On the other hand, I know as positively as any 
fact can be known, that upwards of 8,000 voters, 
chiefly in counties almost unanimously favorable 
to us, refused to cast their votes a second time, on 
the ground that the judgment of the house was 
binding, and that they were satisfied with it. I 
have no doubt but that 15,000 freemen of Missis- 
sippi, if an opportunity offered, would at this mo- 
inent sanction that judgment at the polls. I feel 
convinced they would declare that no vacancy 
could exist in the representation from that state, to 
be filled at the November election, after the deci- 
sion of the house, the constitutional and only com- 

etent tribunal, that we were members of the 
whole 25th congress. That decision was pro- 
nounced after a searching and protracted examina- 
tion, and upon the same evidence which is now be, 


ter was settled ; it gave to the claimants the benefit 
of a canvass without opposition ; it restrained 8,000 
freemen from casting their votes; and should the 
house now decide finally against us, however highly 
its character is generally appreciated, the moral 
sense, the proper and honorable pride of an enligh- 
tened people will revolt at the injustice of such a 
course. 

If this was not my solemn conviction; if I was 
not, as I believe, fully informed as to the intentions 
of those who voted for me in July, and of their 
wishes and opinions now ; if I could be convinced 
that the claimants received a majority of the whole 
number of votes cast at the November election— 
ex parte as that election was, and without opposing 
candidates—I would at once close this controversy 
by resigning my seat. 1 feel satisfied that my coi- 
league would pursue the same course. Although 
disiranchised by the house, and prevented from be- 
ing candidates by their resolution declaring us nem- 
bers for two years, ifthe claimants had presented 
themselves here with a clear and properly ascer- 
tained majority, we would cheerfully have resigned 
our places, and submitted the matter to the people. 
Such, however, in my opinion, is not the case. I 
believe that the popular will in Mississippi was ad- 
verse to those gentlemen at the election, and that it 
is still so; and however my waning health or incli- 
nations might otherwise influence me, my duty to 
those who have, for a series of years, sustained me 
with large and uniform majorities, will induce me 
to hold my seat until I am ejected by the verdict of 
the house. That verdict has once been recorded in 
our favor; and I trust the house will pause long 
before reversing it, and the rights and equities it 
carries withit. I trust it will deliberate long before 
it assumes the alarming prerogative of appointing 
others to the places that we hold by the votes and 
will of the PEOPLE OF A SOVEREIGN STATE. 

Unable to defend my cause in person, or to as- 
sert with becoming spirit the views and opinions of 
a high-minded constituency, I appeal to the house, 
through you, for its dispassionate and impartial 
judgment. Regarding it as a tribunal too grave to 
be influenced by passion, and too just to render 
final judgment without positive knowledge of the 
facts, I appeal to it, not for my colleague and my- 
self, but for those we represent; not for the empty 
honors of office, but for justice to a people jealous 
of any encroachment on their rights. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE. 
To the Hon. THos. Grascock. 


The following is a copy of the proceedings re- 
ferred to in the above statement of Mr. Clai- 
borne: 

Proceedings of a meeting of the democratic members 
of the legislatwre, and others of the party, then at 
the city of Jackson, held in the senate chamber on 
the evening of the 20th inst. 


The meeting was organized by calling the hon. 
George B. Agustus, senator from Noxubbee, to the 
chair, as president of the meeting; general Arthur 
Fox, member from Lawrence, was elected vice pre- 
sident; generel A. G. Brown, member from Co- 
piah, and Chas. M. Price, were appointed secreta- 
ries. 

Mr. Besancon, president of the board of bank 
commissioners, offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 


Whereas, an attempt is being made against our wor- 
thy representatives in congress, Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson, by asserting that they were elected for the 
called session only, and not for the whole 25th congress, 
and that they are not now the choice Of the people of 
the state ; and whereas, in the opinion of this meeting, 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were and are at this 
time the choice of a large majority of this state ; there- 
tore, 

Resolved, That, asthe people are satisfied with the 
decision of congress in relation to the seats of our repre- 
sentatives, this meeting is of the opinion that Messrs. 
Claiborne and Gholson would disobey the wishes of a 
lange majority of the people of this state by resigning 
their seats at this time. 

Resolved, That the charge of deception which has 
been preferred against our representatives, relative to the 
duration of their terms of service, is entirely groundless 
and without foundation. 

Resolved, That in voting for the separation of the go- 
vernment from all banking insututions, and in voting 
against the proposition to charter.a national bank, our 
representatives have acted in conformity with the will of 
alarge majority of the people of this state, and in so 
doing deserve well of their country. 


On motion of Mr. Holland of Marshall. 


Resolved, ‘That the stand taken by our senators and 
representatives in congress, against the discussion of sla- 





| very, moets Our hearty epprobation. 
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On motion of Gen. Brown, of Copiah, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of ihis meeting, to 
resign their seats in congress during its present session, 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson would leave the state 
entirely without representation in the popular branch of 
the national legislature; and, therefore, the people do 
not wish or expect it. 

On motion of general Price, of Hinds, _ 

Resolved, 'That a committee of five be appointed, to 
whom shall be submitted the resolutions adopted by the 
meeting, with instructions to draft an address to the peo- 
ple of Mississippi, more fully expressive of the opinions 
of this meeting. ; 

The following named gentlemen were fe ers 
to constitute said committee: Dr. Hancock, of De 


Soto, L. A. Besancon, of Natchez, V. C. Howard, | q 


of Jackson, K. S. Holland, of Marshall, and Felix 
Hi. Walker, of De Soto. 

On motion, the president, vice president, and 
first secretary, were added to the committee: the 
president made chairman of the committee. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting 


be published in the democratic papers of the state, . 


and that a copy be forwarded to our representatives in 
con , signed by the officers of this meeting. 

e meeting was addressed by Messrs. Tucker, 
Besancon, Holland, Brown, Harley, Fox, Howard, 
Butler, Runnels, Hancock, Stone, Walker, Dow, 
Granberry, and Ellis, respectively, with eloquence, 
power, and effect. 

GEO. B. AUGUSTUS, president, 
ARTHUR FOX, vice president. 
A. G. Brown, secretary. 
Cuas. M. Price, assistant secretary. 


Mr. S. Williams asked from what paper the clerk 
had been reading? | 

The clerk responded, “The Globe,” 

Mr. Williams asked for the reading of the edito- 
rial remarks accompanying the article which had 
been read; and this request was refused by the fol- 
lowing vote—Ayes 84, noes, 90. 

Mr. Glascock said that the manuscript copy of 
the proceedings of the a alluded to was in 
the house, and could be read, if desired. 

Mr. McKay suggested a modification of his 
ameudment to Mr. Howard, which the latter ac- 
cepted, and modified his amendment so as to read 
as follows: 


“Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not entitled to seats in this house as mem- 
bers of the 25th congress.” 


Mr. Martin of Alabama, then resumed the floor, 
and spoke some time in favor of the amendinent as 
modified. After he had finished, 

Mr. Bell rose to make an explanation with regard 
to some remarks of his own, alleged by Mr. Rhett, 
of South Carolina, to have been used by himself, 
upon a former day in relation to the influence of 
Mr. Legare upon his colleagues. He considered 
this to have been a misapprehension, as he could 
not remember any remarks which he had made that 
were liable to such an interpretation. 

Mr. Campbell, ot South Carolina, said he should 
adhere to his former course, and would vote for the 
amendment. 

Mr. Parker of New York, also sustained the 
amendment. 

Mr. Underwood moved a call of the house, and 
demanded the yeas and nays on this motion, which 
were ordered; and the call was ordered by the fol- 
lowing vote: Yeas 196, nays 5. 

The house being called, Messrs, Duncan, Hamer, 
Kilgore,and Webster, of Ohio, Mr. Smith, of Maine, 
Mr. Snyder and Mr. May, of Illinois, Mr, Murray, 
of Kentucky, Mr. Ripley, of Louisiana, Mr. Towns, 
of Georgia, were found absent. Messrs. Hamer, 
Kilgore, Murray, Ripley, Snyder, and Towns, were, 
on motion, excused; and soon after, Messrs. Smith, 
May, Duncan, and Webster, came in. 

Mr. Clowney, of South Carolina, took the floor, 

nd 
: Mr. Wise asked him to yield it, to enable Mr. 
Prentiss to address the house, in raren ie of the 
communication made to that body by Mr. Claiborne 
this morning. [Cries of no! no! followed this re- 
quest.] ; : 

Mr. Clowney, of South Carolina, said he must 
reluctantly refuse this request, as he did not know 
when he should obtain the same opportunity again. 
He then addressed the house at length in expla- 
nation of the vote he should give in favor of the 

imants. 
oor, Robertson withdrew his amendment (to 
strike out “not” from the amendment of Mr. 

ward. 
oS ‘aie asked to have read, at the clerk’s 
table, the 15th section of the declaration of rights 
of the people of Mississippi; which was ordered. 
It is the following words: 

“Sec. 15. That no power of suspending laws 


shall be exercised; except by the legislature, or its 
authority.” 

[Mr. Murray, of Kentucky, now entered the 
house. } 

The question was then taken on Mr. Howard’s 
amendment, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Broadhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Bynum, Churchill C. Cam- 


breleng, John Campbell, Timothy J.Carter, Casey, Cha- | 


ney, Chapman, Cilley, Clarke, Cleveland, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington,Fairfield, I. Fletch- 
er, Foster,Fry,, Gallup, J. Garland, Glascock,Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
aynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. Hun- 
ter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, J. Johnson, 
N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, James M. Mason, Martin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, 
McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. W. 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, 
Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, 
Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, 
Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Spencer, 
Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 
Vandeveer, Wagener Webster, Weeks, A. S. White 
T.T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Worthington, Yell 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
Buchanan, B- Calhoun, J. Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, 
Wm. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clow- 
ney, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dunn, Ellmore, Everett, Evans, B 
Fillmore, R. Garland, Goode, J. Graham, W. Graham, 
Graves, Greennell, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, 
Hop ngs, R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, H. Johnson, 
W. C. Johnson, Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallo- 
ry, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, 
Maxwell, McKay, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson, Patton, Pearce, Pec ‘ 
Philips, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Rus- 
sell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepard, C. She ard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, Strat- 
ton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Un- 
derwood, White, E. Whittlesey, L. Williams, Sherod 
his — J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Yorke 


The Chair then voted in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Howard, further 
to amend the resolution, by adding thereto the fol- 
lowing: 

_“*Resolved, That the Speaker of the house do commu- 
nicate a copy of the above resolutions to the governor of 
the state of Mississippi.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question then occurred that the house do 
agree to the resolution as amended. 

A division of the question was called for by Mr. 
Underwood : and 

The question was put that the house do agree to 
the first mmber of the resolution, viz: 

“ Resolved, That the resolution of this house of the 
3d of October, last, declaring that Samuel J. Gholson 
and John F. H. Claiborne, were duly elected members 
of the 25th congress, be rescinded ; and that John F. 
H. Claiborne and Samuel Gholson are not duly elected 
members of the 25th congress.” 

And the question was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Da- 
vies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Filmore, Rice Garland, 
Goode, James Graham, William Graham, Grantland, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Har- 

er, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, William Herod, Ogden 

oftiman, George W. Hopkins, Robert M. T. Hunter, 
Jenefer, Henry Johnson. W. C. Johnson, Lawler, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, James 
Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKay, 
McKennon, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
M. Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noves, Ogle, Patterson, 
Patton, Pearce, Peck, Philips, Pickens, Pope, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Richardson, 
Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Ser- 
geant, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southgate, Sianly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 
S. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chris- 
topher H. Williams, Wise, and York—121. 

NAYS—Mesers, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brod- 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambre- 
leng, John Campbell, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletch- 
jer, Foster, Fry, Gallop, James Garland, Glascock, 





wing, R. Fletcher, | M 





end 
Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammond, Harrison, qa,, 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, Wil. 
liam H. Hunter, a T. B Jackson, Jazejy 
Jackson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kem. 
ble, Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loom): 
Martin, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 1, 
Clure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, : Morgan 
Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble’ 
Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Paynter, Penny: 
backer, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss 
Reily, Rhett, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Ty;. 
ney, Vail, Vanderveer, —— Webster, Weeks, 'T. 
6 west » Jared W. Williams, Worthington ang 

e ‘ 


The question was then taken that the house gy 
agree to the second member of the resolution, yj,. 

“Resolved, That + oe oe S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not entitled to seats in this house as meyp. 
bers of the 25th congress.” 

And the question was decided in the affirmatiy. 
by the following vote : 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsail, Boon, Bouldin, 
Broadhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, Can, 
breleng, J. Campbell, T. J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dromgoole, 
Duncan Ciwerde, Farrington, F airfield, Fletcher, 
Foster, F ry, Gallup, J. Garland, Glascock, Grantland, 
Grant, Gray, Ha ey Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, William . 
Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, J. Jackson, J. 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, J. 
. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abra- 
ham McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgome. 
ry, Moore, Morgan, S. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Mu- 
ray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Pennybacker, Petriken, F helps, Plumer, Potter, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Shef- 
fer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vandeveer, 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Thomas 
Whittlesey, J. W.Wilkams, Worthington, ¥ell—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
Wm. B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, Wm. B. Campbell. 
W. B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, 
Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Dawson, Davies, ooeeeng Dennis, Dunn, 
Ellmore, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Har- 

er, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoflman, Hop- 
oh R. M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, Wm. 
C. Johnson, Lawler, Lewis, Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Mathias Morris, C. 
Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Patterson,Patton, Pearce, 
Peck, Phillips,Pickens, Pope, Potts,Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Rus 
sell, Sawyer, Sergeant, A. H. Shepard, C. Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stone, 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Underwood, J. White, Elisha Whittlesey, L. Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, J. L. Williams, Christopher H. Wi: 
liams, Wise, Yorke—116. : | 

The question was then put on the third member 
of the resolution, viz: 

“That the Speaker of the house do communicate 8 
copy of the above resolutions to the governor of the 
state of Mississippi.” ' qi 

And the question was decided in the affirmative 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, Bynum, 
Cambreleng, Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Childs, Cilley, Cleveland, nei 
Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, De nea 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, F airfie " 
I. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, J. Garland, Glascock; 
Goode, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hammone, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, FT oe Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. Hunter, R. M. : 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, /- 
Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingen- 
smith, Legare, Leadbetter. Logan, Loomis, James M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 
McClellan, McClure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery; 


M.| Moore, Morgan, M. Morris, S. W. Morris, Muhlen- 


berg, Murray, Noble, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Par- 
cd aaa nl Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Plu- 
mer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Robertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Smith, Snyd - 
Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, T nach 
Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener. Webster, Wees®: 
A. 8S. White, T. T. Whittlesey, J. W. Williams, Wo! 
thington, Yell—122. q 

AYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, Aye 
rigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Briggs, W. B. Calhoun, a 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Wm. B. Carter, Cham 
bers, Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington 
Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Richard Fletc mt 
Fillmore, R. Garland, W. Graham, Graves, eh an 
Halsted, Harlen, Hastings, Herry, Flercd, Vet? coi 
Jenifer, Lawler, Lincoin, Mallory, Marvin, yo 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, “a 
cer, Milligan, Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Pe “ 
Ogle, Patterson, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, OP" 


Potts, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Rume): : 
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ccaide Sergeant, A. H. Sheppard, C. Shepard, 
Sheds, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stratton, 
Taliaferro, Toland, Underwood, John White, Elisha 
Whittlesey, 1 Wiliams, Sherrod Williams, J. L. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Y orke—88. 
so it was, 

porae That the resolution of this house of the 3d 
f October last, declaring that Samuel J. Gholson, and 
John F. H. Claiborne, were duly elected members of 
the 2oth congress be rescinded ; and that John F. H. 


, &e. &e. ; 
Clad the house adjourned at half past six o’clock 


until to-morrow at 12 o’clock, meridian. . 

Tuesday, February 6. The speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the scretary of war, in obe- 
dience to the requirements of the act of March 2, 
1803, transmitting abstracts of the general returns 
of the militia of the United States, and of their arms, 
accoutrements, and ammunition for the year 1837. 

After several committees had made reports, &c. 

Mr. Bell asked leave to offer a resolution which 

roposed to add to the standing rules of the house 
another providing that the states should be called, 
in order, for resolutions once a month. 

Leave having been given, 

After a desultory conversation, in which Messrs. 
Bell, Mercer, Williams, of N. C. Haynes, and Bron- 
son, took part, the resolution was amended, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Haynes, su as to read as follows: 

Resloved, That the following be added to the stand- 
ing rules and orders of the house. 

All the states and territories shall be called on each 
alternate Mondays, for resolutions during each ses- 
sion of congress, and, if necessary to secure this 
object on said days, all resolutions which shall give 
rise to debate shall lie over for discussion under the 
rules of the house already established; and the 
whole of said day shall be appropriated to resolu- 
tions until all the states and territories are called 
through. 

In which form it was 5 Mey to. It is therefore 
now astanding rule of the house, and the states will 
be called over for resolutions on Monday next. 

Mr. Rhett asked leave to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house pay to Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word the same compensation per diem 
and mileage that is allowed to members of congress, 
computing the per diem from the day of presenting their 
claim to seats in this house. 

Mr. Williams of North Carolina, objecting— 

Mr. Rhett moved a suspension of the rule; which 
was agreed to—ayes 1006, noes not counted. 

And the question being on agreeing to the reso- 
ution— 

Mr Connor of North Carolina, and Mr. Griffin of 
South Carolina, simultaneously rose and called for 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, said that no gentleman 
in that house could be more willing than he that 
the gentlemen named in the resolution should, if it 
were proper, be allowed their expenses, as propos- 
ed; for he was one of those who believed that they 
were justly entitled to the seats which they had 
been denied on this floor, having been legully and 
constitutionally elected. But he also held that this 
house had an indisputable right to decide on the 
election and qualification of its own members; and 
the house had decided that Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were not members of this body, or represen- 
tatives from the state of Mississippi. If not, what 
right could the house posses to allow them their per 
diem and travelling expenses? He could not see 
that such a measure was justified by the constitu- 
tion. The constitution was not a mere permissive 
instrument; it spoke that it might command, and 
commanded that it might be obeyed. Mr. D. here 
read from the sixth section of the first article of the 
constitution: **The senators and representatives 
shall receive a compensation for their services, to 
be ascertained by law; and paid out of the treasury 
of the United States.”” What was a representative 
in the sense of this passage? One who had been 
recognized as such by the house of representatives. 
But these gentlemen had not been so recognised, 
were not therefore representatives, and could not, 
rightfully, receive pay as such. 

Mr. Wise observed that this was the resolution 
Which the gentleman from South Carolina had at- 
tempted to offer yesterday, which he had given 
hotice that he should ask leave to offer this day. 

Mr. W. was proud and happy in being authorized 
by Mr. Prentiss to say, in behalf of himself and his 
colleague, to this house and to the people of Mis- 
Sissippi, that the claims of the people of Mississip- 
pt having been refused by that house, and her just 
and constitutional representation denied to her, he 
could not consent to have his own personal claims 
either recognized or refused as distinct from hers; 
and he therefore declared, proudly, that he would 
hot touch a dollar of his pay until the rights of the 
state of Mississippi had been recognised. Mr. W, 





said, however, that, notwithstanding this honor- 


able disclaimer on the part of that gentleman, he 


should still vote to allowthe pay. And why? Be- 


cause, according to Mr. W’s view of the case, that 


gentleman was, according to both the constitu- 
tion of the United States and the laws of Missis- 
sippi, at that moment, in every thing, save the 
oath of office, as much a member of that house as 
Mr. W. was. If he believed otherwise he never 
would vote for this resolution. On that point he 
entirely agreed with the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Dawson;) but under his own views of the 
case, he should vote the pay. The gentleman from 
Mississippi _ accept of it, or not, as he pleased. 
He repeated, however, that gentleman’s own de- 
claration, that he was too proud to touch the pay 
without discharging the duties of a member. 

Mr- Adams wished to understand from the gentle- 
man, from Georgia, how it was that he considered 
the principles he had laid down as applicable to 
Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne, and not to Messrs. 
Prentiss ane Word. 

Mr. Dawson explained (though in so low a voice 
as scarce to be heard by the reporter.) He was 
understood to say that Messrs. Gholson and Clai- 
borne had been sworn, and had been pronounced, 
by a vote of the house duly elected; and as he held 
the house to have the sole right of judging respect- 
iag the election and qualification of it own mem- 
bers, he felt bound to submit to its decision, and 
therefore to recognise Messrs. Gholson and Clai- 
borne entitled to their pay, while the other gentle- 
men were not, being, in both respects, in precisely 
opposite circumstances. 

Mr. Adams. I donot understand the force of this 
distinction. Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne were 
sworn, under a decision of the house, declaring 
them duly elected, which decision has since been 
tempat unconstitutional, null, and void, and has 

een rescinded as such. On what ground then, is 
it that they are to be considered as entitled to their 
compensation and indemnity, while the same is to 
be withheld from those who come here with real 
credentials, which they produce, and which are duly 
authenticated by the governor and the broad seal 
of the state, but who were denied their seats in the 
house by a majority of one? On what principle 
this distinction can be made, I confess I am not 
able to comprehend. The substance of the argu- 
ment sets a decision of this house over both the con- 
stitution and laws of theland; and that is precisely 
the ground on which I hold, and always have held, 
the resolution of the house of the 3d of October, as 
null and void, and in which I hold the resolution 
adopted last night to be equally so. They are beth 
utterly unconstitutional, null, and void, and are in 
no wise binding on the people of Mississippi, or 
of any other portion of the United States. 

It is not by virtue of any express law that gentle- 
men taking their seats here are entitled to compen- 
sation and indemnity. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia does not contend that there is any necessity, 
under law, to pay them as if they had been duly 
elected; and yet, though there is no law for that, he 
thinks it proper to allow those who, as he admits, 
were not duly elected, their pay and mileage, while 
he holds it not proper to allow it to those who were 
duly elected, and why? Because the one set of gen- 
tlemen were recognised by a vote afterwards re- 
sciuded, and the other set were rejected by a ma- 
jority of one vote. 


Mr. Wise. Of halfa vote. (A laugh.) 


Mr. A. I have no disposition to contest the 
right of Messrs. Gholson and Clabiorne to repre- 
sent the people of Mississippi for the whole of the 
twenty-fifth Congress, when not one of the people 
of Mississippi voted for them with any such inten- 
tion. Nor doI object to their receiving their pay. 
I desire not to be understood as objecting, in the 
slightest manner, to their receiving their full pay to 
the lastcent. ButI call upon this house (if I am to 
call in vain upon the gentleman from Georgia) to 
point out the distinction on which these individuals 
shall receive it, and the others not, who, I say, are 
as legally the representatives, in this house, of the 
state of Mississippi, as I am a representative of the 
state of Massachusetts, with this simple difference, 
that I was admitted without the productiun or exhi- 
bition of any credentials at all, and these gentlemen 
did produce and exhibit full credentials, in due and 
authentic form. The gentleman, it is plain, rests 
on the decision of this house; that is, upon the 
election, by this house, of persons to represent the 
people of Mississippi; and I understand the gentle- 
man, (though he did not now say so in express 
words,) from the tenor of his argument when this 
question was under discussion before, that the 
house, being the judge of the election, qualifica- 
tion, and returns, of its own members, possesses an 
unlimited, unqualified, unbounded power to admit 
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whow it pleases within these walls, whether elected 
by the people of a state or not. 

The chair here interposed, and reminded Mr. 
Adams that the question having been decided yes- 
terday, was not now open to debate, and that it 
would not be in order to answer, now, arguments 
which were urged then.] 

Mr. A. resumed. Suppose, then, that the gentle- 
man from gow day has given as his reason for op- 
posing this resolution that the house has power to 
decide as it pleases, and having decided for Messrs. 
Gholson and Claiborne, they are entitled to their 
pay, while those who were duly elected, but ex- 
cluded by the house, are not entitled. I suppose 
that he holds that until the decision of the 3d of 
October, was rescinded, it was binding on every 
man, woman, and child in Mississippi and in the 
the United States. I hold the reverse. 

{Here the chair again interposed, and reminded 
Mr. A. as before, that this question was not now 
open to argument. ] 

Mr. A. Well, I will endeavor to keep within the 

ale of order as well as I can. I ask, why are not 

essrs. Prentiss and Word entitled to their pay? 
The gentleman from Georgia says because by ade- 
cision of the house they have not been received as 
members, while the others have. 

Mr. Dawson here again explained. Under the 
constitution, members alone were,to receive com- 
pensation; the house had declared Messrs. Pren- 
tiss and Word not to be members, and therefore he 
could not vote to pay them. 

Mr. Adams. es, I still understand that he ad- 
heres to the decision of this house, admitting Messrs. 
Gholson and Claiborne, as the reason why they are 
entitled to their pay; although that resolution was 
rescinded, and the house has declared that Gholson 
and Claiborne are not, and of course never were, 
members of this house. Now, I say, that if the 
resolution of the 3d of October, declaring them 
members, was a nullity, it was a nullity so far as to 
destroy their claim to pay. I look for an equitable 
distinction (there can be none other) between the 
cases; an equitable reason why one should get the 
pay and the other not. 

As to whether the gentlemen from Mississippi 
will receive the money, or not, that is not a ques- 
tion for this house; it is no question for my con- 
sideration; that is their own affair. WhatI have 
to consider is, whether these gentlemen are entitled 
to receive it, after they have 'come here, sent by 
the people of Mississippi, under every provision of 
the constitution and of the laws, and this house has 
refused to admit them! It would surely be the 
most extraordinary thing in the world, if compen- 
sation for their expenses and time, in fulfilling the 
will of the people of their state, shall be refused 
them, while it is allowed to those whom this house 
has pronounced not to be the representatives of 
the state of Mississippi. 

Mr. Bouldin said he should vote to pay both 
parties. Whose rights, he asked, were in contro- 
versy? The rights of the people of the United 
States, and especially of the state of Mississippi. 
At whose expense was th’s question to be contest- 
ed? Surely at the expense of the people. If the 
question was of so doubtful a complexion that it 
was decided but by a majority of one vote, and the 
people were contending for their rights, (they ask- 
ed no more) the expense of testing these rights 
ought to be paid for at the expense of the con- 
tenders, namely, the people. Through whom could 
they contend, if not through the candidates for 
seats here? But if these candidates were to be sad- 
dled with their own expenses, who would be found 
willing to rnn the risk? Some gentleman had 
asked, was the house to pay the expenses af any 
persons that chose to come here and claim a seat? 
Certainly not. But here was a case where the 
claims were so fair on both sides, and so evenly 
balanced, that the matter was decided by a bare 
majority of one, (or, as his colleage said, half a 
one.) As to the pride of the gentleman from 
Mississippi, Mr. B.trust-d in God that none of 
the parties would have any pride about the matter, 
save in contending for the rights of the people of 
Mississippi. But, pride or no pride, he hoped they 
would be paid. One set of claimants certainly had 
the form, but it was just as clear to him that the 
other set had the substance. His vote had gone 
for the substance. But he would never vote to 
compel them to pay their own expenses. 

Mr. Wise here offered an amendment 
that congress should pay the people of 
the expenses of an election which bad been caused 
by the error of that house. He then, to prevent 
misunderstanding, and obviate the idea that he 
meant to be ill-natured to the speaker, explained 
what he had meant by saying that the question last 
night had been decided by “halfa vote.” He had 
alluded, rot to the speaker, but to the representa- 
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tive from Arkansas, (Mr. Yell,) whose claim to a 
seat stood on precisely the same ground with that 
of these claimants. It was a striking fact that the 
vote had been brought toa tie by the vote of the 
member from Arkansas, who, in the very act of 
trying the gnestion of Prentiss and Word, disquali- 
fied himself. He took one step on land and the 
very next into the water:his own vote went to ex- 
clude himself; and yet it was that very vote which 
made the tie, and enabled the speaker to give the 
casting vote. Deduct this voteand Messrs Pren- 
tiss and Word were entitled to their seats at this 
moment. Mr. W.did not impugn the right of the 
gentleman from Arkansas, or mean in the least to 
reflect upon him. According to that gentleman’s 
explanation of the matter, he had a right to his 
seat; but according to the principle of the decision 
ef the house, he had not, and ought now to be 
wending his way back to Arkansas, in company 
with Messrs. Prentiss and Word. 

Mr. W. said the house was taking advantage of 
its own wrong if it rejected the resolution. And 
as to the amendment, certainly the state of Missis- 
sippi had had enough in paying for two elections 
already ; as the house had now forced her into a 
third, the house ought to pay her for it. 

The Chuir decided that the amendment was a 
distinct and substantive proposition, and did not 
adhere to the resolution; it was therefore, as an 
amendment, out of order. 

Mr. !Wise said he should not insist. He had sup- 
posed it to be in pari materi, a part of the res geste 
of this remarkable affair. 

Mr. Hopkins of Virginia, alluding to the amount 
of time already consumed by the debate, moved 
the previous question. 

The motion was sustained by the house—ayes 
71, noes 61. 

The previous question was then put, and carried, 
and the question on the resolution, decided by yeas 
and nays, as follows: yeas 136, nays 41. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

On motionof Mr. Howard, chairman of the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs, the speaker was requested 
to appoint a member of that committee, vice Mr. 
Claiborne. 

The orders of the day being announced, Mr. 

“vans said there was an executive communication 
on the table, relative to the northeastern boundary, 
and the arrest and imprisonment of a citizen of 
Maine by the British authorities, which had been 
postponed some days ago, and had not yet been act- 
edupon. He would not, at so late an hour of the 
day, ask for its consideration, but gave notice that 
to-morrow, at 1 o’clock, when it would be in or- 
der, and would have precedence in the orders of the 
day, he should wove for its consideration. 

Mr. Cushing moved to take up and refer an ex- 
ecutive message, on the table of the house, giving 
information concerning the extreme, western terri- 
tory of the United States. Mr. C.said that Great 
Britain was, at the present moment, pursuing, or at 
least permitting, a series of gross encroactiments 
on that part of the territory of the United States; 
encroachments flagrant, palpable, monstrous, which 
it was time the whole nation should understand. 

The message was accordingly taken up, and re- 
ferred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house resolv- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, Mr. Howard in the chair, and, on ino- 
tion of Mr. C. took up and considered the “bill 
making appropriations for the revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the year 
1838.” 

Mr. Cambreleng made a brief explanation of the 
reason of the increase of $500,000 in this bill over 
that last year, owing to the addition of 1,300 new 
pensioners. After being amended in one of its 
provisions, it was laid aside to be reported. 

On motion of Mr. Cambrsleng, the committee 
then took up the “biil making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the govern- 
ment for the year 1838,” and the same having been 
read through by the clerk, was taken up by sec- 
tions. 

On motion of Mr. Shepperd, the following item 
was stricken out. 

For the discharge of such miscellaneous claims 
against the United States, not otherwise provided 
for, as shall be admitted in dune course of settlement 
at the treasury, twelve thousand dollars. 

When the appropriations for the salaries of cer- 
tein foreign ministers were read, 

Mr. Everett said the bill contained no appropria- 
tion for the salary of a minister to Mexico. He 
asked whether the appropriation of $18,000 of the 
last session for that mission remained unexpended; 
if expended, he should wish an appropriation made 
now. 


Mr. Cambreleng replied that the appropriation 


government connected with these 


SE 


was unexpended, and would be applicable to the ob- 
ject fortwo years. 

When the clause in relation to the salaries of 
public ministers was read, 

Mr. Jenifer wished to know if the appointments 
of ministers to Prussia and Austria had been filled 
up, orifit was in conteiplation todo so, because, 
if not, it would be needless to make the appropria- 
tion. 

Mr. Cambreleng had been informed, though he 
knew nothing certain about it, tnat such appoint- 
ments were, or one of them was, in contempla- 
tion. 

After some further conversation in relation to 
some of the other items of the bill, the committee 
rose and reported the first bill to the house ; when, 

On motion of Mr. Howard, 

The honse adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 7. A number of committces 
made reports, which will be noticed hereafter. 

When the committees upon the public and other 
expenditures were called for reports, Mr. Wise, re- 
peated his interrogatory, made the other day, in 
relation to the sessions and action of those com- 
mittees; but no reply was elicited. 

Mr. Gurland, of Virginia, asked and obtained 
leave to offer the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be au- 
thorized to employ as many temporary clerks as shall 
be necessary to enable him to report during the present 
session the correspondence called for by the resolution 
of the house of representatives of the 12th day of Oc- 
tober last in relation to public defaulteis. 

Mr. Garland explained, as the reason for offering 
the resolution, that the solicitor of the treasury had 
reported that he had not force in his office sufficient 
to comply with the call made by the house at the 
late extra session: the object of this resolution was 
to supply that want. 

Mt. Wise called the attention of the honse to the 
fact that the defalcations were so numerous that 
even an account of their number could not be given 
without additional clerks to do the writing. 

Mr. McKay objected to the form of the resolu- 
tion. The house could not, by its siinple resolution, 


ments. 

Mr. Wise suggested to his colleague to make a 
joint resolution. — 

Mr. Garland complied, and so modified his reso- 
lution. The departinent had already complied with 
the two first objects in the call of September. He 
had given a list of defaulters, and the amount of 
| their defaleations. What was now wanting was 
| the corres pondence with the various agents of the 
defalcations. 
Mr. G. would not disguise the reason why he was 
solicitons to get this correspondence, There was 
a grand scheme proposed for a sub-treasury. His 
own attitude, in respect to that scheme, was well 
known. He had not, and should not, conceal it. 
And he was desirous of this correspondence as a 
means of showing the infinite difficulties already 
experienced by government from the employment 
of individual agencies in the keeping of public 
moneys; and how much they exceeded all that had 
ever occurred with state banks. 

This joint resolution was read twice, and then 

Mr. Cambreleng said that he would give the gen- 
tleman from Virginia his most cordial snpport in 
the attainment of his object, but he objected to the 
document which had been published, containing the 
names of the alleged defaulters. Some of those 
were improperly represented as defaulters, and 
a few of these cases were pointed out by Mr. Cam- 
breleng. 

Mr. Garland did not know how many innocent 
persons might have been wrongly blamed in this 
manner, but he believed not near so many as the 
guilty who were not exposed. 

Mr. Cambreleng made some retort, imputing a 
‘similar delinquency to the bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. McKennan made some remarks in reference 
to the cases alluded to by Mr. Cambreleng, and re- 
ferred to some others which should have been, but 
were not included, in the list furnished. 

Mr. Garland said that these cases were already 
belore the house in another shape. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, made some remarks in 
favor of the proposed resolution. The information 





former ones. 


fold, than it could cost to procure it. 

Mr. Whitilesey made some remarks upon the 
cases alluded to by Mr. Cambreleng, and hoped the 
proposed inquiry would be thoroughly insisted upon 
and completed. 
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sought for he thought valuable. It would shew what | vance, in order to give these officers the use 0 
hereafter would be the modus operundi of quasi sub-| And he alluded to the recent defaleation arising 0" 
treasury officers, by exposing the defalcations of| of this policy in Boston, in the failure of the com- 
It would prevent the government! monwealth bank. 
from being permitted again to run into similar diffi- | ; 
culties, and would save the country more, by ten- | been pursued by the commissioner of pens} 





Mr. Cambreleng called for the orders of the d 
and the motion prevailed. *) 

A message from the president of the Unites 
States was received, transmitting a report froyy, the 
secretary of the navy, prepared in obedience ‘ 
resolution of the house of representatiyes of th. 
7th of December last, requiring information a; to 
the causes which have delayed the outfit and ° : 
paration of the south sea exploring expeditioy * 

Mr. Cushman moved to lay it on the table, ayq 
that it be printed. h 

Mr. Haynes moved to refer it to the committe 
on naval affairs. ‘ 

Mr. Mallory moved to refer it toa select com. 
mittee. 

Mr. Cushman’s motion having the precedenep 
was put, and prevailed. 

Mr. Fillmore moved the printing of 10,600 ext), 
core of the message. This motion lies over op, 

ay, 7 , 

Arter some conversation as to the expediency of 
taking up this subject, instead of proceeding to the 
further discussion of the appropriation bills, be. 
tween Messrs. Evuns and Cumbreleng, the forine; 
gentleman, according to notice given yesterday 
called up the message of the president, in relatiay, 
to the northeastern boundary line, and the impri- 
sonment of Mr. Greely, by British authority. 

Mr. Evans asked leave to introduce a bill in rela. 
tion to this matter. 

This motion was objected to, and being objecteg 
to, requires a day’s notice before it be acted on. 

Mr. Evans then moved to refer the message and 
documents to the committee on foreign afiairs, with 
instructions to report the following bill: 


~ 
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A bill to provide for surveying the northeastern boun- 
dary line of the United Sta‘es, according to the pro- 
visions of the treaty of peace of 1783. 

Be it enacted, §&c. That the president of the United 
States cause the boundary line between the United 
States and the adjacent British province, from the source 
of the Sr. Croix river directly north to the highlands 
which divide the waters that fallinto the Atlantic cceay 
from those which fall into the river St. Lawrence, thence 
along said highlands, from the northward angle of Nova 
Scotia, to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut 
river, as particularly defined in the treaty of peace con- 
cluded at Paris the 3d day of September, 1783, to be 
accurately surveyed and marked, and suitable monu- 
ments to be erected thereon, at such points as may be 
deemed necessary and important. 

Src. 2. Beit further enacted, 'That, for the purpcses 
aforesaid, the president be, and he is hereby author- 
ized, if, in his judgment, it shall be necessary, in ad- 
dition to the services of the corps of topcegr:phical 
engineers, to appoint, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, one commissioner and one sur- 
veyor, who shal! perform such duties, respectively, as 
may be assigned to them by the President, and who inay 
employ such assistants, under the direction of the presi- 
dent, as shall be necessary, and who shal! make an exact 
return of their proceedings to the president, together 
with a correct map of the country, over which said line 
passes, exhibiting the prominent points of its topography, 
and the location of its marks and monuments by then 
niade and erected. 

Sre. 3. Be it further enacted, That the compensation 
of said commissioner and surveyor shall be respectively 
at the rate of ——— dollars per annuin. 

Mr. Evans supported bis proposition at length, 
in a very able and interesting speech, a full report 
of which will be given hereafter. 

Mr. Evans, without concluding his remarks, gave 
way to 

Mr. Lincoln, who moved an adjournment, and 
who gave way to 

Mr. Cambreleng, at whose request the bill appro- 
priating the payment of the pensioners of the 
United States, which was yesterday reported with 
an amendment by the committee of the whole was 
taken up. at 

Mr. Bell made objection to the appropriation of 
more money for pensioners than the amount which 
actually accrues in each year. The amount was 
susceptible of precise estimate. He was for the 
payment of the unexpended balances in the hands 
of pension agents, moneys already appropriatec, 
before additional appropriations for that purpose 
shall be made. 

Mr. Cambreling made some explanations. _ 

Mr. Curtis stated that, pension agents having n° 
pay, it had been the policy of the treasury depart: 
ment to pay the pension money six months Ait 


Mr. Cambreleng blained such a ecurse, if i “ 
ons, ab 
he thought it onght to be inquired into. Jt od 
proof of the impolicy of the government’s havil's 
any thing to do with banks, in any way. in 
Some conversation arose upon alleged abuses 
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Wise, Cambreleng, Bell, Haynes, and Dawson, and 
the latter moved an adjournment, which motion 


evailed. . 
Prhursday, Feb. 8. 
, reports, ‘ Tay 
— Robertson, from the committee on the judi- 
iary reported the bill from the senate to prevent 
wre abatement of suits and actions now pending, in 
which the late bank of the United States may be a 


After several committees had 


po bill as it came from the senate is as follows: 

« Beit enacted, &c. That no suit, action, judgment, or 
decree, nOW eat hom unsatisfied, in whic the late 
nank of the United States is a party, plaintiff or defen- 
dant, shall abate, or be discontinued, or dismissed, by 
reason of the expiration of the two years afier the ex- 

‘ration of the charter, limited by the 21st section of 
the act of incorporation of the said bank, for the use of 
the corporate name, style, and capacity of said bank, 
for the purpose of suits for the final settlement and li- 
quidation of the affairs and accounts of the corporation, 
hutall such suits, actions, judgments and decrees shall 
he allowed to proceed to final judgment, execution, sa- 
tisfaction, I settlement, as if the said two years had 

ot expired.’ 

"Mr. Robertson reported two amendments to the 
pill; the one to insert after the word “unsatisfied” 
the words ‘“‘which shall be pending on the 4th day 
of March next; the other, to insert before the 
words **a party plaintiif’ the words ‘“‘or may be.” 

Mr. Adams inquired why the cominittee had 
made no provision in their amendments in respect 
to suits pending after the 3d of March, as well as 
prior to that day ? 

Mr. Robertson, replied that that subject had been 
under consideration in the committee; but, as it 
was the general opinion of the members of the com- 
mittee that any provision of that kind would give 
rise to debate, and would delay and might endan- 
yer the passage of the bill, they had concluded not 
to report any amend:nent to that etfect. 

Mr. .4dams said he had made the inquiry because, 
as the ainendment and bill now stood, they seemed 
toimply that no suit could be instituted against the 
bank of the United States, or in its favor, after the 
4th of March next. He considered that a very im- 
portant question ; and so important, that he should 
propose to have the bill recommitted, that the com- 
inittee might more fully consider it. As the amend- 
ment now stood, it seemed to make the tacit ad- 
mission, that all suits in which the bank was con- 
eeraed, and which did not terininate before the 3d 
of Mareh next, would ipso fucto abate, and that 
no legal remedy coul:lafterwards be had against the 
bank; it raised a question of law, whether the bili 
ought not to go farther. So far as public notoriety 
went, (and Mr. A. pretented to know nothing of 
the matter beyond what he saw in the newspapers, ) 
so far as notoriety went, there were now some 31x 
or seven tnillions of the bills of the old bank of the 
United States in circulation, for which the present 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania, was consi- 
dered as responsible; but, if the time limited in 
this bill should be suffered by the holders of these 
bills to elapse, what would be‘the condition of those 
individuals? They would have no security from 
the government of the United States forthe re- 
demption of those bills at any time; they would 
have to depend entirely on the legislature of Penn- 
sylvania; and that body, for aught we knew, might 
release the bank froin its liability. He hoped both 
the judiciary committee and the house would con- 
sider the subject maturely and gravely. Unless 
something further should be done, it would be said 
“the old bank of the United States is beyond your 
jurisdiction after the 3rd of March; and the proof 
of this is, that you have passed a law which stops 
at that day, and looks not beyond it.”” It wasa le- 
gal question whether the suits referred to in the 
bill would abate, if no such bill should pass. 

Mr. A. assumed that the senate and the commit- 
tee on the judiciary, who ought to be wellacquaint- 
ed with the matter, were right in supposing that 
the passage of such a bill was necessary to prevent 
the abatement of all suits onthe 3d of March. But 
if they were, and these suits would then abate, a 
fortiori, was it necessary that the provisions of the 
bill should extend. beyond the 3d of March? The 
provision mizht easily be made by adding another 
section to the bill. As to the reason which had 
been given by the honorabie gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Robertson,) for not reporting such a 
section, viz. that it might endanger the passage of 
the bill, it was insufficient and inadmissible. Mr. 
A. did not see how it was to endanger the bill; nor 
could he perceive why such a provision was not 
— . important and as necessary as any portion of 
he bill. 

_Mr. Robertson observed, in reply, that it was not 
the intention of the committee to decide the legal 
Viestion whether existing suits would or would not 
{ate on the 3d of March, if no such bill should 











pass. Tne bill had been introduced from abund- 
ant caution; and, as the 3d of March was at hand, 
it was important that the bill, if it passed at all, 
should pass atonce. Should it turn out that suits 
did abate for want of it, great difficulties would ne- 
cessarily ensue. The idea suggested by the honor- 


able gentleman from Massachusetts had been dis- | signs of a flood of light soon to pour in upon the 


tinctly brought before the attention of the commit- 
tee, and there was a diversity of opinion in regard 
toit. Some of the members were not willing that 
suits should be brought after the 3d of March next 
either for or against the bank; others were willin 

that they should be brought against the bank, but 
not in its favor; and, in consequence, it had been 
agreed to report the amendments without entering 
on that point at all. He hoped the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would suffer the bill 
to pass; and, if he still deemed it important, he 
might then introduce a regolution directing the 
coinmittee on the judiciary to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of bringing in a bill to effect the object. 

Mr. Adams said he did not wish to press the mat- 
ter beyond the limits of propriety, or so as to endan- 
ger the passage of the bill. Whether the bank 
shonld not be allowed to sue after the 3d of March 
would be an equitable consideration for the commit- 
tee to decide on; that was not his motive; what he 
aimed at was to have the holders of biils secured.— 
He did not undertake to say whether such a provi- 
sion would be necessary to effect that object. The 
gentleman from Virginia had stated that the present 
bill had been introduced ex abundanti cautione. Mr. 
A. was willing that it should pass, but he wished 
that it should go further; he wished that the cre- 
ditors of the bank should be enabled to recover 
azainst it as well after as before the 3d of Mareh. 
What te feared was, that this bill would raise the 
implication that they hed no right to sue after that 
time. Ifthe bill was necessary as it stood, a forliori, 
it was necessary to extend it. Of the right of the 
bank to issue the notes of the old bank of the United 
States he should express no opinion; he would not 
enter upon that question, but he wanted every cre- 
ditor of the bank to have the full support of the 
United States government to recover his debts 
against it. It also seemed equitable to grant to the 
bank itselfa like extension in point of time, as an 
act of reciprocal justice. 

H{[e would move the recommitment of the bill, and 
desired the question to be taken; if the motion 
should fail, he would then submit another motion. 

Mr. Cilley stated that the amendments bad been 
reported by a quorum of the judiciary committee, 
but there had not been a full meeting of the mem- 
bers. He desired that they should have fuller time 
to consider the question. As the gentleman from 
Massachusetts had correctly observed, the fact that 
the bank had issued a large amount of the notes of 
the old bank of the United States forced itself into 
the consideration of the present subject. He 
thought there ought to be some remedy provided to 
the holders of such bills. 

The gentleman from Mass. had declined express- 
ing any opinion whether this conduct of the bank 
was proper or not: but though that gentleman was 
unwilling to commit himself here on that point, 
Mr. C. was well assured he must, in his conscience 
disapprove of sucha course. And Mr. C. would 
appeal to all the friends of equal rights and of a con- 
stitutional currency, whether this abuse of power 
should be tolerated? Was it to be borne that this 
institution should put into circulation a flood of bills 
of the old Bank of the United States, and thus bring 
all the state banks intoastate of indebtedness to it, 
and prevent them thereby from resuming specie 
payments? The question now suggested was, 
whether congress should continue to the bank the 
right to sue, and to the people the right to sue it for 
an indefinite time? He trusted the house would 
would pause before they took such a step. He 
agreed with the gentleinan from Massachusetts that 
this bill did raise the implication that no suit could 
run on over the 3d of March next. And if the cor- 
poration was then dead, and its paper would then 
expire, what harm was there in saying so? Mr. C. 
attributed the fact of the bank issuing these old 
notes to weakness. She never would make this 
spurious and debased issue if she cgnld do better. 
Her conceivable apology was inability to do other- 
wise. This state of things must not be allowed to 
continue a single moment beyond such inability. 
The banks sending speculating agents abroad and 
chaffering in stocks was all evidence of its weakness: 
it wanted to shift off its bad bargains on other peo- 
ple. It was time the people had their attention call- 
ed to the proceedings of this institution, which he 
pronounced to be in defiance of ali law and all mo: 
rality. Her spouting out these old bills was but a 
symptom that she was getting very weak, and must 
soon go down. But light would, ere long, break in 
upon the history of her proceeding. A gentle- 























sues — 


man near him (Mr. Wise) had yesterday said that 
the long list of defaulters which bad been laid 
upon the table shed a ray of light on the pro- 
ceedings of the administration; if that gentleman 
would turn his attention to what was traespiring in 
a certain quarter at the north, he would see the 


course of that favorite of his. 

[The chair here interposed and reminded Mr. 
Cilley that he was departing fromm the question be- 
fore the house.] 

He then made a few more remarks, repeating, in 
substance, what he had before urged, and express- 
ing his hope that the house would pause before it 
would adopt the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. He was, however, in favor of the 
recommitment. 

Mr. Lomis, of New York, said that he concurred 
in opinion with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
that it was necessary to take some course to prevent 
the banks from forcing its bills upon the commun- 
ity after its charter had ceased; but the mode pro- 
posed would not bear examination. The govern- 
ment could not authorise suits against a corporation, 
after its charter had expired, in any other way than 
by continuing the corporation. Unless it survived, 
there was nobody to be sued. Jt had but a legal 
existence; when that ceased, the corporation ceased. 
Some proper mode should be devised of putting an 
end to the present state of things. 

Mr. L. had received, within a few days, a letier 
from one of his constituents, stating that $42,000 
worth of the old notes of the bank of the United 
States had been put forth in his own neighborhood, 
for the purchase of produce; and that the holders 
began to be alarmed, and were desirous to know 
how they could enforce their demand against the 
bank. Mr. L. had been at considerable loss how 
to answer the inquiry. He had suggested that the 
only expedient made was by getting some corpora- 
tion into possession of so many of these spurious 
bills as would induce it to file a bill in chancery, and 
thus try its remedy against the bank. It was clear 
that no action at law would lie against a defunct 
corporation; nor could any action be commenc- 
ed by it. The house might deciare that suits exist- 
ing should not abate; but it could not authorize new 
suits after the 3d of March, without continuing the 
corporation. To this Mr. L. never would give his 
assent. He had thought of calling on the judiciary 
committee to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
pointing a receiver for the bank, on the ground of 
an abuse of trust; forit was an abuse of trust in the 
present directors, who were trustees, appointed to 
close the concerns of the old bank, instead of doing 
so, to go on and increase and extend its liabilities. 
He hoped that committee would be directed to take 
the whole subject into their consideration, and bring 
in one general bill embracing the entire case. Ina 
few years the funds would have been changed so 
often that there would be no such thing as tracing 
them; now it might be done at least toa great extent. 
It was the duty of the government to take some steps 
of this kind. The government had founded the 
bank, and had enabled it to commit these frauds 
upon the community, and it was bound to inquire 
into, and preventthem. Mr. L. was also in favor 
of the recommitment of the bill. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, said this was a bill 
from the senate: and its sole and simple object was 
to prevent the abatement of suits in which the bark 
was either plaintiffor defendant, on the 3d of March 
next. The proposition suggested by the honorable 
gentleman from Masssachusetts had been consider- 
edin committee. That it would elicit not only de- 
bate on the merits of the bill, but an excited debate 
of a political character, in which the house would 
have all the abuses of the late bank of the United 
States brought up again and discussed on this floor, 
must now be sufficiently apparent. He was no 
more in favor of that institution than any gentle- 
man in the house (though he had been charged, in 
a certain quarter of this city, with the contrary, ) 
but he was not desirous of having that debate ‘up 
again. The present bill required speedy action. 
The charter of the bank contained no provision al- 
lowing suits beyond the period of two years. Those 
two years would expire on the 3d of March next, 
and all snits pending would then abate unless such 
a bill should pass. The corporation, by the com- 
mon law, could have the rights after the charter 
ceased, and as the case was not in the control of 
common law, a statute must meet the case, 

Mr. G. here cited a case before the court of ap- 
peale in Virginia, where the principle had been set- 
tled. 

Mr. G. was opposed to the recommitment of the 
bill. In its present shape, and as proposed to be 
amended, all could vote for it; but if the other 
principle should be introduced, it would occasion a 
debate which would last not only till the 4th of 
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March, but till the 4th of July next. As to the 

ropriety of the re-issue of the old notes of the bank 
of the United States, that subject had been specially 
mentioned by the presidentin his message, and that 
portion of the message had been referred to the ap- 
propriate committee. 

he gentleman from Maine (Mr. Cilley) seem- 
ed to think that the whole bank question was ne- 
cessarily connected with this bill: and he had not 
contented himself with direct blows at the bank of 
the United States, but had taken the occasion to 
aim a side stroke at the state banks, and had allud- 
ed tothe case of the commonwealth bank in Massa- 
chusetts, from which he thought a flood of li sht?was 
likely to break forth. Now Mr. G. was inclined to 
believe that this northern light was beginning to 
spread southward,-and would, before long, reach 
this hall; and would, in its progress, expose the cor- 
ruption not of that bank only, but corruption in 
some other quarters also. 

[The chair here checked Mr. Garland as depart- 
ing from the subject.] 

r. G. observed, in conclusion, that the bank of 
the United States was not asking any new legis- 
lation at the hands of the house; on the contrary, 
it was her interest that congress should do nothing: 
she would be a gainer by the absence of all law. 
The present bill was brought in behalf of those who 


wished to prosecute the bank. However rotten |}, 


and corrupt the bank might be, Mr. G. was for do- 
ing her full justice, and allowed her the same 
chance as those suing her would enjoy. 

Some explanation now took place between 
Messrs. Toucey, Robertson, and Cilley, as to the 
reasons why the bill had been reported without a 
full meeting of the committee, by a bare quorum 
of its members. . 

Mr. Bond pressed for the passage of the bill. 
He reminded the house that the bank had compa- 
rative little interest in it, mane some suits were 
going on in itsname. It was chiefly for the benefit 
of individuals and of corporations who had bought 
her out. The suits of these parties were humerous, 
and some of them very important. Some were 
now before the supreme court of the United States. 
To sufter these to abate would enable the bank to 
be guilty of fraud; for she would still be able to 
enforce her rights under her new charter, while 
she would be safe from her prosecutors. It was the 
interest of this government also to pass the bill; for 
the government held some of the obligations of the 
bank. As to what had been stated by the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Loomis,) about the 
$40,000 worth of bills of the old bank having been 
held in one neighborhood by the farmers, it was a 
sufficient answer to ask, who compelled those 
farmers to take them? They had done it volunta- 
rily, and had no right to complain. This was the 
answer given by the department about paying pen- 
sioners; why was it not a good answer to the 
farmers? There was a pressing call for the bill, 
and if it did not pass, great mischief must ensue. 

Further explanations were made by Messrs. 
Turney, Atherton, and Garland, about the time of 
meeting of the committee, the notice given, &c. 
The question being put, the bill was recommitted. 

The orders of the day being called. 

Mr. Evans said that he had yesterday been ob- 
liged to move that the message of the president of 
the United States on this subject be referred to the 
committee on foreign affairs, on account of the in- 
terposition of an objection, under the rules, to his 
bringing in the bill he had offered. He hoped that 
objection would be withdrawn, and he renewed the 
motion for leave. 

Mr. Cambreleng withdrew his objection, and the 
leave was given; whereupon, 

Mr. Evans offered the bill, and moved that it be 
read twice; which motion prevailing, and the bill 
being read twice, he moved to commit it to the 
committee on foreign affairs, and renewed his re- 
marks, interrupted by the adjournment of the house 
iy tags 

Mr. Evans went into an exposure of what he 
maintained to be the neglects and delays of the 
general government, in relation to the negotiations 
with Great Britain, for the settlement of this great 
and important question of boundary. 

His remarks will be given at length hereafter. 

Mr. Fairfield took the ffoor, and 

The house adjourned. 





NEGRO SUFFRAGE. 

The following resolutions were introduced into 
the house of representatives of Pennsylvania, by 
Me, S. F. Reed, of Philadelphia county, on the 22d 
ult. 

In the senate general Rogers of Bucks, read in his 
place a preamble and resolution of similar import, 


REso.uTion to preserve the right of suffrage to the 
citizens of this commonwealth, and to prevent 
negroes from exercising the same. 

Whereas, The right of suffrage has been claim- 
ed and exercised by the negroes of this commonwealth, 
in some of the counties of the state, in the election of of- 
ficers, generally, and public attention having been re- 
cently aroused to an investigation of such right, which 
it issaid is recognized by the constitution, the settled 
opinion of the great mass of our fellow citizens is, that 
the right of sulla. is not guaranteed to the negro, by 
the spirit of the constitution, if the words thereof 
by any construction, would seem to acknowledge 
it, and it never was the intention of the wise and patri- 
otic framers of it, toidentify the negro with the citizen, 
for the pur s and with the rights, powers and privi- 
leges, which under the constitution, it is so universally 
admitted, the white citizens of this commonwealth, 
shall have andenjoy. And whereas, the court of com- 
mon pleas of Bucks county, because certain inspectors 
and judges of the last general election, permitted a large 
number of the negroes, residing therein, to appear at the 
polls, and exercise the right of suffrage which, under the 
constitution, belongs to the white citizens exclusively, 
(through their president the hon. John Fox,) have re- 
cently decided, that negroes have no such right, and de- 
clared it to be their opinion, that the word citizen, in the 
constitution, does not embrace or refer to the negroes of 
the state, who were all slaves or nearly so, at the time of 
the adoption of the constitution. And whereas, the con- 
vention to propose amendments to the constitution, 
ave by avery large majority, approved of the introduc- 
tion of the word, “white” into the amended constitution, 
thus acknowledging in the fullest and most satisfactory 
manner, the correctness of public sentiment and of the 
opinion of the court of common pleas of Bucks county, 
as aforesaid in relation to this subject. 

Therefore 

Rosolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in general as- 
sembly met, That from and after the passage of this res- 
olution, if any inspector, judge or other officer of any 
election, hereafter held in this state, for the election of 
any officer or officers which the electors of members of 
the general assembly have the right to vote for, shall 
knowingly and wilfully receive and cause to be count- 
ed,the vote of any negro or mulatto, such inspector, 
judge or other officer so offending, on being convicted 
thereof, shall be deemed guilty ot violating the several 
acts of assembly punishing frauds at elections, and of 
preventing illegal votes being received, and be subject 
to all the punishments and penalties which the said acts 
impose. 


monwealth, the inspectors and judges of the elec- 
tions have habitually received the votes of negroes, 
mulattoes, and other persons of the negro race, and 
for remedy whereof, and to prevent such proceed- 
ings hereafter, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the senate and house 
of representatives of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, in general assembly met, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same, That it is not 
lawful for any inspector or judge of an election or 
special election, or any constable, or the persons 
chosen to assist such constable, at any election of 
inspectors of the general election within this com- 
monwealth, to receive the vote of any negro, mu- 
latto, or other person of negro descent. 

Section 2. That if any inspector of any general or 
special election within this commonwealth, or if 
any constable, or the persons, or any of them, cho- 
sen to assist such constable, at any election of in- 
spectors of general election within this common- 
wealth, shall knowingly and wilfully receive the 
vote of any negro, mulatto, or other person of ne- 
gro descent, every such inspector, judge, constable, 
or assistant, shall, on conviction thereof, in the 
court of oyer and terminer or quarter sessions of 
the county in which the offence is committed, be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and pay the sum 
of one hundred dollars to the commonwealth, and 
be imprisoned for any term not exceeding three 
calendar months, and be ineligible to serve as judge, 
inspector, or constable, or assistant, for the term of 
three years, to be computed from the date of the 
conviction. 





VIRGINIA AND THE CURRENCY. 

On the 18th ult. Mr. Edwards submitted the fol- 
lowing resolutions to the consideration of the 
house of delegates of Virginia, which were read, 
aud ordered to be printed. 

Resolved, by the general assembly of Virginia, Ist. 
That no connexion between the federal government 
and banking corporations is established by the federal 
constitution, and that, in the opinion of this assembly, 
nosuch connexion, for the purpose of collecting the 
federal revenue, is necessary. 

Resolved, 2d. That the revenue of the federal gov- 
ernment, when collected, should be so kept and dis- 
bursed as never to be mingled with the funds of the 
banks, or used in any manner as a means of banking 


operations. 
wg 3d. That the revenue of the federal govern- 


Whereas, in some election districts in this com- |p 


. . ——$———————. 
specie paying banks, as will, at short inure. 
the balance against them in specie. ? Pay up 

Resolved, 4th. That the establishment of a [,; 
States Bank is unconstitutional and inexpedient 4 re 
to be reumed a not less dangerous to the liberties of the 

eopie, t 
peop! ®, an the creation of a treasury or 8overnment 
_ Resolved, Sth. That we cordially support the 
tial and prominent measures of the present federal d 
ministration, and look to the ability, decision and ime ‘ 
ly firmness which has been shown by the president " 
der recent events of peculiar magnitude and difficult 
as affording a just assurance to the union of the min ' 
patriotic, and safe direction of the great interests ms 
trusted into his hands. ~ 


essen. 


A a Monday last Mr. Watkins offered the folloy, 
‘Whereas, experience has shewn the connexi, 
heretofore subsisting between the general governmen, 
and the banks, in the collection, safe keeping, and ice 
fer of the public revenue, is not necessary to the fiscal 
operations of the government, and has proved injurious 
to banks themselves, by stimulating them to oye, 
issues. . 

“And W: sit is important at all times, that the 
government should have a perfect and_immediate cop. 
trol over its own funds, unaffected, as far as Possible, } 
the action of private corporations—and that the bitte 
should have no inducement or temptation to mingle jy 
the political conflicts of the day, or the government to 
influence or control them in the management of their 
private business;—'Therefore, 

“Resolved, That the connexion existing between the 
government and the banks previous to the Suspension 
of specie payments in May last, ought not to be renew. 
ed, nor should congress employ the agency of any banks 
in collecting, and safe keeping, the public revenue, ex- 
cept as special depositories. 

“Resolved, 'That while it can recognise no other pro- 
per standard of value, than gold and silver, and believe 
that it is essential to the soundness of the currency, that 
a larger proportion of the precious metals should be in. 
troduced into the circulation, than has heretofore exist. 
ed, by creating a greater demand for them; yet we are 
willing that the public revenues shall be receivable in 
the notes of specie-paying banks; provided that the ba- 
lances due from them shall be actually converted into 
specie, at short intervals, and placed in special deposite, 
after such time, and under such regulations, as congress 
may deem expedient, so as not to affect injuriously the 
interest of the banks, whilst they prevent the public 
monies from being employed for private or corporate 
urposes. 

‘*Resolved,That however important the principles of 
policy and expediency involved in the question now de- 
pending before congress, with respect to the fiscal opera- 
tions ot the government, may be, and as muchas we de- 
sire to see the subject speedily adjusted upon just and 
proper grounds; we do not conceive that it should pro- 
duce dis‘mion in the republican party, or prevent those 
who differ in opinion on this point alone, from acting 
harmoniously together, in support of the general mee- 
sures of the present administration, without which, the 
fruits of the victories won by concert and union, may 
be lost by unnecessary divisions. 

“Resolved, ‘hat we cordially approve the temperate, 
conciliatory, and liberal tone of the president’s recent 
message to congress on the subject of the currency; and 
that our confidence in his wisdom, prudence, patriot- 
ism, and fidelity, remains unimpaired.” 

Mr. W. wished the resolutions to be laid upon 
the table and printed, for the purpose of due delib- 
eration. Heappealed to the house to think well 
on the subject, and that no one should commit 
himself hastily. Mr. W. then proceeded to advo- 
cate the principles contained in his resolutions, 
and to prove, among other things, that the ‘‘strong- 
box”’ was the best apy as the money would be per- 
fectly safe, and liable to no other hazard than that 
of being stolen, an accident against which it would, 
however, be easy to guard. These resolutions he 
thought, presented a common ground, on which all 

arties would meet. The resolutions were then 
aid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 





The following has also been submitted by Mr. 
Servant of Elizabeth city: 

1. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assembly, 
that a national bank is unconstitutional, inexpedient, 
and dangerous. 

2d. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assem- 
bly, that a treasury or government bank is equally ines- 
pedient and far more dangerous than a national bank. 
3d. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assem- 
bly, that bothin the collection and disbursement of the 
public revenue, the federal government ought so to con- 
duct its operations as to dispense with all agency and 
immediately, whatsoever of banks, national or state. 

4. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assembly, 
that the use by the banks of the revenues of the federal 


to the industry of the country, unequal in its operations 
and ought to be discontinued. 

5th. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assembly, 
that the fiscal action of the federal government ought 
to be so modified as to provide for the gradual receip's 
of the legal currency of the United States in payment 0 








which will be found below. 
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THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


answer of the secretary of the navy 
pao = of February 5) to a resolution of the 
a » of representatives of the 7th December last, 
vvelation to the delay of the sailing of the explor- 
- vol edition, we learn that, after the resignation 
r the command by commodore Jones, on account 
nf his ill health, the command of the expedition 
; ; offered to captain KEARNEY, who declined the 
enon in consequence of not being satisfied 
with the arrangement proposed for it; that it was 
pte offered to captain Perry, who, from the situa- 
‘ion of his private concerns, felt compelled to de- 
cline the command, which, under other circumstan- 
es, he would gladly have accepted; and that capt. 
GREGORY has now been ordered to the command, 
and it is confidently hoped that the squadron may 
sail in a short time, upon the reduced scale reco.n- 
mended by the late board of Navy officers. _ 2 
Among the causes of the delay of the sailing of 
the expedition, it is stated that, subsequent to the 
arrival of the squadron at New York, the seamen, 
andsmen, and boys, received whole or in part, about 
hg. Jst of November last, a bounty of three months 
pay for re-shipment; soon after which, one hundred 
and fifty-five of them, who had liberty to go on 
shore, deserted! [ Nat. In!. 
When it was rumored that capt. Kearney, had 
been appointed to the command of the expedition, 
he addressed the following 


1» the Editor of the New York American: 


The public prints 4g me as commander of the 
exploring expedition, but as no such appointment 
has been made or tendered to me, 1 must disclaim 
the possession of the honor. Yet it becomes me to 
thank you, and through your paper your cotempo- 
raries, for the flattering encomiums with which my 
name is associated with this great national enter- 

rise. An enterprise of science should be in the 
hands of science, to which [ lay no claim, and for 
which I have sought not, more than became neces- 
sary for the common management of vessels under 
my command. Fer this reason, and my situation 
in point of seniority, the thought had never crossed 
my mind, until a casual look into some of our city 
papers, announced that I had accepted the station. 

fn an appointment of this kind, the honored per- 
sonage, whoever he may be, has no easy task to 
perform. ; ’ 

Public expectation has been long indulged, and 
hope delayed. ‘This would seein to render it not 
only a task of difficulty, but of delicacy, on the part 
of the successor, in accepting the command. 

When commercial interests are involved, I can 
see my way clear, and so far can count upon suc- 
cess, but when the wings of science are spread, they 


| soar too high for me to reach a feather. 


Whoever may be to conduct this enterprise, it is 
hoped he will not lend his aid to pluck a — 
plume—curtailment is too late, and delay would be 
the lesser evil. 

Should commodore Jones not resume the com- 
mand—should all his exertions, his enfeebled health, 
be sacrificed, and the energies of the other officers 
and men, their views and the views of the govern- 
ment, all fall short of consummation, it still behoves 
every friend of his country, and of all mankind in 
general, to come to the rescue. 

I look upon the forth sailing of this expedition as 
Ido upon a matter of honor—that we are as much 


_ bound under an obligation to send it to the land 


hearest the south pole, to meet those who have 


| gone before, co-operating on the field of science, as 


in matters of that nature. Congress cannot recede 
—for the resolution has been heralded abroad almost 
from pole to pole, and for which all praise has been 
bestowed upon that honorable body. 

The renown which that act has thrown into the 
scale of American science, should not be cast away 
at this time, let who will kick the beam. 

Whether expectations as to new discoveries are 
or are not fulfilled, there are still great and import- 
ant objects to be attained. 

Islands, reefs, harbors and head lands, which are 

ut little known, and are imperfectly described, or 
placed upon charts, will all receive their proper po- 
‘ition and character. Productions, both (animate 


_ ‘nl inanimate) of nature, essential for the use of 


man, or holding forth inducements for commercial 
enterprise, and the facilities for obtaining supplies 


| Of all sorts, will be pointed out. 


€ security of our commerce, and the dignity 
° our nation, will be established among those who 
hear of us by report of others. Our toils, and 
; * munificence of the Government, are both repaid 
n even these few of the ends, to which success 
must lead, 
he selection of the vessels for this service is a 
atter much discussed, and upon which a diversity 


of opinion prevails; and upon which, under cir- 
cumstances, I shall not speak. 

England and France both have, it is known, “‘as- 
tonished the natives” in distant regions, with sights 
of big gun ships taken from their enemies. The 
““Macedonian” may balance the account of one, 
and { would have “‘L’Insurgent” to pay off the 
other. 

Hoping that success will attend this undertaking, 
let it fall into what hands it may, I shall hold my- 
self ever ready to contribute, in common with my 
brother officers, to its support; and I have the hope 
still, that the officers who have borne the labor may 
reap the fruits. Yours, res hag 

LAWRENCE KEARNEY. 


New York BaAnKs—From the Albany Argus. 
We lay before our readers to-day the annual report 
of the bank commissioners, always a document of 
much interest, and now particularly so. 

In addition to the statements of the report, it is 
due to the banks of this state to say that, so far from 
having run into extravagant expansions since the 
suspension of specie payments, as was fear- 
ed and predicted, they have pursued a system of 
steady curtailment with a view to resumption cer- 
tainly within the period allotted to them, if not at 
an earlier day; and that in doing so, they have 
avoided generally any severe or unnecessary pressure 
upon their debtors. ‘The extent of this curtailment 
is not perhaps generally understood: and we dare 
say that it will be a matter of surprise to many to 
learn that the loans and discounts ot our banks are 
not only proportionably less than they were in the 
midst of the “panic” four years ago, but that the 
circulation is actually less, notwithstanding the in- 
crease of banking capital, than it was at that period, 
and less than in Jan. 1835, anterior to the process of 
inflation. 

The following statement is derived fromm the an- 
nual reports of the bank commissioners for the last 
four years;— 

No bks. Capital. Circnlat’n. Specie Loans, &c. 
1834 Jan. 1 69 22,730,000 15,402,000 2,196,000 46,300,000 
1834 Mar. 4 * s 12,272,000 2,039,000 46,918,000 
1835 Jan. 1 76 26,231,000 14,464,000 5,561,000 52,853,000 
1836 Jan. 1 &5 31,281,000 21,127,000 6,224,000 72,469,000 
1837 Jan. 1 98 37,101,000 24,198,000 6,557,000 79.313.000 
1838 Jan. 1 95 36,611,000 12,432,000 4,139,000 60,999,000 

It will be seen that within the year ending the Ist 
of January, the reduction in circulation has been 
$11,766,000, or a fraction short of one half of the 
entire amount; and in loans and discounts, $18,314- 
000; that the circulation is less by one million now 
than on the Ist January, 1834, four years since, and 
no greater than in the ‘‘panic” spring of that year, 
with an increase of 26 banks and 24 millions of ca- 

ital; that the proportion of loans and discounts is 
ess now than four years since, being then double 
the amount of capital, and now 12 millions below 
that amount; and that the aggregate amount of 
specie is reduced within the last year $2,418,000, 
yet that it is now double the amount of 1834. 








From Fioripa. We have published in a previ- 
ous page, a more detailed account from col. Tay- 
lor, of the late disastrous battle on the O-kei-cho-bee 
lake. Since that event nothing of importance has 
transpired: But the following intelligence received 
at Savannah from Gray’s Ferry, contains some in- 
teresting particulars. 

A letter from an officer to the editors of the Sa- 
vannah Georgian, dated near Indian River Inlet, 
January 18, says: 

“You will hear, probably, before this reaches you, 
that lieut. Powell had a little brush with the Indians 
near Jupiter Inlet. It appears that he landed with 
about 80 men, sailors, with the exception of 25 re- 
gulars. Soon after landing, he found an old squaw, 
who offered to guide him te the place where the In- 
dians were—about 7 miles off. He followed her 
direction and came upon the Indians—some say 46, 
some 60, and others 80 or more. The fire com- 
menced on his side, when the Indians returned it 
with spirit, and soon put the sailors into utter con- 
fusion, who fled, and the whole party would have 
been cut to pieces but for the regulars, as lieut. 
Powell and all acknowledge. Six or eight were 
killed and left upon the ground, a man who was 
only wounded, but could not retire. He was left to 
the tender mercy of the Indians. Dr. Lightner of 
the navy, was killed, and every officer wounded.— 
The regulars behaved nobly. 

Two of the boats were left, in one of which were 
a keg of powder and a box of cartridges, with rum, 
whiskey, and other sailor comforts. 

We are within 21 miles of Fort Basinger, one of 
the forts on Kissimee river. We have now a cordon 
of posts from Charlotte harbor to Indian river, and 
most of the Indians are believed to be south of us.” 

Another letter of the 19th contains the following: 





Gen. Jesup and staff, with the 2d regiment dra- 


goons, reached camp. from Indian river depot yes- 
terday. It is pretty well ascertained that the larg- 
est body of Indians is collected on the islands and 
the swamps surrounding O-kie-cho-bee, to which 
the army will probably move from this position ina 
day or two. Fort Gardner is 21 miles due west, 
and capt. Fowler who returned yesterday, havin 
been sent out for the purpose, reports that the 
ground will admit of a good road, and it is probable 
we will get our supplies from that side. From 
Fort Taylor to this camp it is almost impractica- 
ble.” 

A letter of the same date (from Fort Christmas) 
says:—‘‘Nothing has been heard of the army for 6 
or 7 days, except that it is 60 or 70 miles in advance 
of Fort Taylor, near the enemy on the St. Lucie.— 
Something important must soon transpire.” 
Another letter of the 21st inst. (at Fort Brooke, 
Tampa Bay,) says. ‘Jumper, with 11 warriors, 22 
Indian women and children, 6 negroes and 24 wo- 
men and children, in all 64, arrived here on the 19th. 
The Indians are on board a vessel, and will leave to- 
morrow for Fort Pike. The negroes remain here 
for the present. 

General Jesup is now on the Kissimmee. It is 
thought the army will meet, or have met, at Fort 
Basinger. It is said that the Indians have located 
themselves on an island south of Oche-chub-bee.”’ 
Another letter says:—‘‘Since the surrender of 
Jumper and his warriors to col. T. of which you 
have heard, Ala-too-che, with 16 warriors, had gone 
into General Smith, who occupies a position still 
westward of Colonel Taylor, both of whom have 
strong forces.” 

Since the above wasin type we haveseen a letter 
from Fort Lloyd, (of the 15th) which furnishes the 
following particulars: 

There are now besides gen. E’s commandinclud- 
ing 2d Dragoons, (col. Twiggs, ) 500 Tennesseeans, 
and two companies of Alabamians—about 1200 
mounted men. 

From col. Taylor’s post (Fort, Basinger) 20 miles 
west of this, we to-day learn that they have taken 
600 head of cattle, which with what we have taken, 
makes about 700 head, and ponies about 140. 

The Indians, we believe are down on the Oco- 
cho- bee, about three days’ march from us. Gen. 
Jesup is here, and I hope we will “go ahead” at 
once and the enemy may be ours, for if we dont end 
the war very shortly, it will be futile to hope for its 
termination this winter, as it has rained two or three 
times lately, and J think three days more rain would 
render it too wet and miry to operate in a country 
now almost flooded with water.” 

From the correspondence of the Republican of 
last evening, (from Clarksville, Jan. 23d we learn 
that a “‘number of Indians (and negroes) are hover- 
ing around Fort King,—-100 have been seen. Col. 
Snodgrass is there with some Alabamiaus, as like- 
wise capt. Galt’s per aaah They butchered some 
cattle close by, the other day and now come within 
gun shot fearlessly.” 





Ouro cANALS. The Ohio canal has been navi- 
gable from the twentieth April to the first Decem- 
ber. The amount of tolls for 1837, is $293,428 79, 
being an increase in one year of $81,605 47. The 
Ohio canal is 310 miles long, reaching from 
Cleveland to the Ohio river. 





New Jersey. Fromthe New Ark Daily Advertiser. 
New Jersey is certainly an economical state. It 
appears by the report of the treasuer, the hon. Isaac 
Southard, published yesterday, that the whole esti- 
mated ordinary expenses of all branches of the state 
government for the current year will scarcely ex- 
ceed $60,000. And of this sum $2000 is paid to 
revolutionary pensioners, and $3000 for the educa- 
tion of the deaf and dumb, and the blind. The 
whole amount of the salaries to the civil, judicial, 
and military officers of the goverment is only 
¢10,000. The salaries paid by the state of New 
York this year amount to $65,000. Our legislative 
and incidental expenses are $30,000. Our great 
neighbor pays $118,000 for the same branch of the 
public service. ; 

The income of the state, from the public works 
the Cainden and Amboy R. R., Delaware canal, N. 
J. Railroad, &c., $45,015, is leaving a deficiency of 
only about $20,000 to be raised by tax, divided 
—s 16 counties with a population of 350,000, less 
than 6 cts. each. The treasurer anticipates that 
the time is not distant when the revenue from the 
public works will entirely free the people of the 
state from direct taxation. Itis suggested that should 
the 4th instalment of the surplus revenue be paid 
by the general government, it be invested in stocks 
for the benefit of the state, or the school fund. 

The schov! fund will amount to $285,000 at the 
end of the year, after deducting the sum of $20,000 





is annually disbursed. The bank tax of $20,000 
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annually increasing this fund. We are not sure, 
however, that any further increase is desirable. 


CHRONICLE. 

Another benefit cf railways. A writer in the Li- 
verpool Guide starts out in his reflections with the 
position that the construction of railways will pre- 
vent the rapid growth of cities. The facilities 
which they will offer for rapid travelling will in- 
duce thousands and thousands to have their dwel- 
lings one, two, three, four, and five miles from the 
great cities in which they do business, who will 
contract with companies to be steamed forwards 
and backwards by the year. Of London he says: 
«The wen has sutfered its last expansion, and it 
will no more threaten to exhaust and dry up the 
body of the country.” 

The following is said to be a correct statement 


of the custom house bonds falling due at New York 
in the ensuing three months: 








February - - $210,000 

Renewed - - 379,153 
woe $589,153 

March - - $106,971 

Renewed - - 335,926 
! ———— $442,897 

April - - - $123,866 

Renewed - = 380,000 
—__——— $503,866 





—$1,535,916 


Newspapers in Texas. ‘There are five weekly 
newspapers now published in the republic of Tex- 
as, viz: the Telegraph, at Houston; the Bulletin, at 
Matagordia; the Herald, at Velasco; the Chronicle, 
at Nacogdoches, and the ‘Signal Star, at Brazoria. 


From the St. Louis, (Mo.) Republican. 

The Osage {ndians. Itseems the hoax of an In- 
dian war with the half starved Osage Indians, is 
not yet settled, and we suppose another dragooning 
will take place, but we are greatly mistaken, if 
general Lucas be caught in the business the second 
time. We cut the tollowing from the Boonville 
Herald of the 24th, but confidently believe, that the 
whole is as groundless as the first alarm, unless, 
indeed, the indignities offered the Indians by a part 
of gen. L’s. command have roused them to seek 
something in return; but the Osages are too much 
broken down and too spiritless even for this. 


From the Southwestern Frontier. By captain 
Waters, from Rives county, we learn that the com- 
mand of general Lucas has returned to the seitle- 
ments, after dragooning the Osages and several 
other tribes without the limits of the state, and tho- 
roughly scouring the regions in the vicinity of the 
Arkansas, forsome distance. The Indians evinc- 
ed great stubborness and obstinacy, so much so, 
that many of them had to be knocked down before 
they would give up their guns. They are ina 
surey mood, and are unquestionably meditating 
a despesate descent upon the frontier. A rumor 
reached here late yesterday evening that a party of 
Osages fullowed close upon the retrogading foot- 
steps of gen. I.ucas, and took possession of Sar- 
coxio, in Barry county. The apprehension of a 
combined attack upon the frontier, in the spring, 
is now universal in the dismayed southwest. Lrr 
US BE READY, for come tt will. 


A heroine. The house No. 40 North Moore street 
New York, was doubtless saved from the fire yes- 
terday morning, by the self-possession and _perse- 
verance of Mrs. Dawson, wife of Mr. George 
Dawson, fireman. When the chimney first took 
fire, it was treated with unconcern by the neigh- 
bors—but the abovementioned lady, having pro- 
ceeded to the roof, discovered the heat to be so in- 
tense, that the roof smoked for several feet around 
the chimney, and threatened to burst out. She 
immediately gave the alarm, and as there were no 
men present, formed aline of women, who passed 
up water to her,which she continued to dash upon the 
the roof for upwards of an hour; her clothes in the 
mean time caught fire, and she was considerably 
injured in person. So large were the flakes of fire, 
that they frequently ignited the roof where they 
alighted. A young lady on the next house had her 
shawl burned’off, in the same praiseworthy occu- 
pation. 


From the Westcherter (Pa.) Spy. 

We have been informed that there is to be seen 
at the iron foundry of Messrs. Baugher & Wolf of 
this borough, something new in the matter of 
wheels for rail road cars. It is an invention by Mr. 
Wolf of that very useful article, on a principle 
which we believe is entirely new, and, although it 
has not yet been tested, promises fairly to be a 
valuable matter with respect to the preservation 
of property and human life. It is a cast iron wheel 
withont spoke, of about the same shape as the com- 
mon rail road car wheel—hollow in the middle—the 





outer side or rim convex—weighing but about 30 
pounds more than the common wheel; and so strong 
that a friend of ours who tried the experiment, as- 
sures us that, although accustomed to quarrying 
heavy stone, he could not break it by a succession 
of bona fide beatings with a sledge hammer. Num- 
bers of other persons have tried it with the same 
success. Many accidents have occured in conse- 
quence of the incapacity of the wheels of railroad 
cars to sustain the weight with which they are 
burthened, and we trust that this invention (for 
such we believe it is) may prove a sufficient pre- 
ventive against any thing of the kind. 


Indian Portraits. Mr. Catlin, the celebrated 
painter of Indian portraits, has proceeded to 
Charleston for the purpose of taking the likeness- 
es of the Indian chiefs, now in confinement at fort 
Moultrie.—He writes the following letter to the 
New York papers: 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Catlin. 
Fort Moultrie, Charleston, 17th Jan. 9 o’clock. 

Dear Srr. I arrived here this morning in three 
days, fine weather, and well. I have just had an 
interview with Oceola and other chiefs—had a 
talk with them, and begin in an hour from this to 
paint. 

[shall paint Oceola, Coahajo, Micanopy, Cloud, 
King Phillip and several others, and hasten back 
with all speed to shew the cilizens of New York 
how these brave fellows look. 

You will think by this time that I am catering 
for the world at great expense to myself, and it is 
even so, “but things to be done, must be done.”’ 

Oceola is a fine and gentlemanly looking man, 
with a pleasant smile that would become the face 
of the most refined or delicate female—yet I can 
well imagine, that when roused and kindled into 
action, it would glow with a hero’s fire, and a lion’s 
rage. His portrait has never yet been painted. 

In haste, yours, GEO. CATLIN. 


Home Squadron—Relief to vessels on the coast.— 
We are happy to learn that Commodore Ridgely 
has recéived instructions to send the brigs Pioneer 
and Consort, and schooner Active immediately to 
sea, to give relief and protection to distressed ves- 
sels bound to our ports. The Pioneer will cruise 
in the track of homeward bound vessels to Boston, 
and other eastern ports. The Consort will crnise 
between Sandy Hook andthe south shoals of Nan- 
tucket; and the Active will cruise between Sandy 
Hook and the Capes of Virginia, for the benefit of 
vessels bound to the Chesapeake and Delaware 
rivers. They are all well found with extra provi- 
sions and men, and were to go to sea to day.—N. 
Y. American. 


Flour. At Richmond, on the 17th inst. flour was 
seling at $8 7-8—at Pitsburg, on the 17th, the 
price of flour had receded—sales at $5 25 and 
$5 50. 


The Raleigh Register states that the portion of 
the Cherokee country, lying within the limits of 
North Carolina, comprises 210,591 acres. Or ra- 
ther, this quantity has been surveyed. The sale of 
it is to commence at Franklin, Macon co., on the 
first Monday in September. We doubt if it will 
bring what the U. S. government had to pay the 
Cherokees for it. 


The late mail robbery. The postmaster general 
offers a reward of six hundred dollars to any person or 
persons who may promote the arrest and conviction 
of the robbers and murderers, or any of them, con- 
cerned in robbing the mail and murdering the car- 
rier on the evening of 19th ult. near Stockton, 
Alabama. 


Out of six hundred men who constitute the crew 
of the United States ship Independence, upwards of 
four hundred live on strictly temperance princi- 
ples. 


The New Orleans papers of the 18th January, 
complain of the abundance of musquitoes in that 
city. Their early appearance this year is owing 
to the singular mildness of the season. 


New-Jersey. An act has just passed the legisla- 
ture of the state of New-Jersey to repeal so much 
of certain acts as prohibits the issue and circulation 
of notes of incorporated banks of that state under 
the denomination of five dollars. 


Disastrous fire— Baltimore, Feb. 3. Between four 
and five o’clock, this morning, the alarm of fire 
was given, and it was soon discovered that the 
whole of the extensive building in Front street, 
known as the Baltimore theatre and circus, was 
entirely enveloped in flames, which burst with great 
fury from every window and door of the vast edi- 
fice. Before the fire was discovered, it appeared 
to have reached every part of the building, and pre- 
vented the possibility of saving a single article. 





ee 

The building was occupied by the well know, 
company of Mr. Cooke, and we regret to state that 
the whole of the stock, fixtures, machinery, way. 
robe, decorations and property of this extensjy : 
company were entirely consumed, inecludins hig 
stud of nearly fifty horses. 3 

The fire is supposed to have been the result of 
accident. During the performance last night of th, 
grand spectacle of Mazeppa, a part of the scene, 
was observed to take fire, but as it apparently wer} 
out immediately, no notice was taken of it. There 
is but little doubt that the destruction of the hoygso 
was caused by this circumstance. : 

Two men slept in the stable of the circus, which 
was under that part of the building which binds o, 
Jones’s Falls, but we learn they made their Scape 
in due season. The building, we hear, was insured 
for only three thousand dollars, being about one. 
tenth of its value. Mr. Cooke has no insurance, 
and his loss is total. 

On the north side of the circus was a vacant lot, 
which prevented the flames from doing any damage 
in that direction. On the south side, separated by 
an alley, stood an antiquated two story brick house, 
known as “Gough’s mansion house, ” which was 
owned and occupied by Mr. Patrick Murphy as a 
tavern. This house caught fire and was entirely 
burnt, together with several old back buildings. [Ty 
all probability the whole of these would have 
been saved if the firemen could have placed their en. 
gines in front of the circus, which they feared to 
do on account of the threatening appearance jn 
the front wall. This wall finally fell into the street 
with a tremenduous crash, and although many per- 
sons were standing within the range of the falling 
bricks, they all contrived to escape without injury, 

Much damage would no doubt have been done by 
the falling cinders had not the roofs of the houses 
been covered by a slight fall of snow.—American. 


St. Lovuts (Mo.) Jan. 24. 

Dinner to Gen. Gaines.—A dinner was given on 
yesterday by a large number of the citizens of St. 
Louis to brigadier general Gaines, at the city hotel. 
The mayor, Dr. Willian Carr Lane, assisted ly 
Gen. O’Fallan, and a number of other gentlemen, 

resided; between one hundred and fifty and two 

1undred persons were present. After the removal 
of the cloth, a number of regular toasts were read, 
and appropriately responded to by the company’s 
guest, the general replied in a few pertinent and 
happy remarks. After the reading of the regular 
toasts, a number of volunteer toasts were given, 
besides songs, &c. &c. 

The whole passed off with the best feelings and 
the greatest enthusiasm.—Republican. 

Consumption of ducks.—From the little town of 
Aylesbury, England, whose population is only 
4900, there is annually sent to London, through the 
higglers, 800,000 ducks—that is, about 160 for 
every man, woman and child, the place contains. 


In the gardens of Lambeth palace, which cover 
nearly 13 acres, are two of the largest fig trees 
known in England; they cover a surface upwards 
of 50 feet in height and 40 in breadth, the trunk o! 
the largest is 28 inches in circumference, and they 
are of the white sort. Itis said, on good authority, 
they were brought from Italy, and planted there by 
the cardinal Pole, who was created archbishop of 
Canterbury by queen Mary. 

Extraordinary case of poisoning. The Franklin 
(Ohio) Argus contains a narrative of the poisoning 
on the 2nd inst. of the whole family of a Dr. Helm, 
of Springborough, by means of arsenic introduced 
into the cream used at supper. The doctor, lis 
wife, four sons from 10 to 5 years of age, and a ne- 
phew, associated with his uncle in the practice ol 
medicine, were ail seized after the meal with sevcre 
vomiting and the burning sensation which d«rotes 
the action of arsenic. Only one of the sufferers, 4 
child—alter being apparently convalescent—dicc. 

The horror of all this is, that a previous attemp! 
had been made on the lives of this family by }° 
soning the meal nsed in the household—and eve? 
while the physicians and neighbors bad gathered 
from the country round to relieve the suilerers * 
the second occasion, two‘other attempts were mac’ 
one by poisoning the water of the well, and anotne 
by introducing arsenic into some hominy, to effect 
the diabolical purpose. By the first of these, on’ 
of the attending physicians was severely nauseate™ 
by the second, all who partook of the hominy, we" 
more or less affected. ] 

Chemical analysis detected arsenic in the crea! 
and in the stomach of the boy that died. 

Not the least conjecture could be formed as !0 the 
mysterious and fiendlike author of these crimes. 

The Cincinnati Post of the 5th inst. states that 
hon. F. P. Martinez, Mexican minister, lately 
sident at Washington, arrived in the former city sa 
the 4th inst., on his return to Mexico. 
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